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INTRODUCTION

A	park	master	planning	process	is	a	synergism	of	design	concepts	and	ideas	from	the	designer,	the	owner	
and	the	user.	This	process	is	also	tempered	by	the	budget.	WK	Dickson	employs	a	team	planning	process	in	
developing	park	master	plans.	Our	mantra	has	always	been	PARKS ARE FOR PEOPLE!	Public	involvement	
is	 an	 important	 factor	 in	 the	 process.	 WK	 Dickson	 listens	 to	 feedback	 from	 the	 client	 and	 public,	 then	
incorporates	that	feedback	into	the	master	plan.	We	pride	ourselves	in	providing	our	clients	with	park	plans	
that	are	buildable	and	sensitive	to	local	needs.

Cabarrus	County’s	selection	of	WK	Dickson	for	master	planning	190	+/-	acres	for	a	new	park	allowed	us	
to	utilize	this	planning	strategy:	by	getting	residents	involved	we	are	able	to	develop	stakeholders	for	the	
park.	Our	planning	team	is	comprised	of	Tim	Lowder,	PE,	Joel	Moulin,	RLA	and	Billy	Royal,	LEED-AP	with	
a	combined	62	years	in	design,	planning	and	construction	of	public	spaces.		WK	Dickson’s	master	planning	
approach	is	based	on	a	clear	understanding	of	the	site,	the	budget	and	public	interest.

Further, our philosophy focuses on the seven interactive systems that must be meaningfully addressed during 
the planning process.  These systems are:

	Natural Systems: 	Vegetation,	wetlands,	soils,	topography,	wind/sun,	hydrology,	and	wildlife;

	Social / Cultural: 		Schools,	churches,	neighborhoods,	archeological	areas	of	interest,	contextual	architecture,	
and	transportation;

	Recreational Elements:  Recreational	wants	and	needs	of	the	park	system,	present	and	future;

	Public Involvement: 	Participation	of	the	Steering	Committee	and	public	during	the	planning	and	design	
process;

	Budget: 	Keeping	within	the	financial	guidelines,	exploring	phasing	and	value	engineering	options;

	Safety and Security: 	Analyzing	risk	management	strategies	for	the	safety	of	all	park	users;	and

	Management Practices: 	Regular,	frequent	communications	between	the	consultant	and	Parks	Department	
regarding	operation	and	maintenance,	scheduling,	and	permitting.

Of	these	seven	interactive	systems,	the	most	important	is	public	involvement.		Both the Cabarrus County 
Steering Committee and public input were critical components in the development of this park master 
plan.		WK	Dickson	utilized	input	from	the	Steering	Committee	and	members	of	Cabarrus	County’s	Parks	and	
Recreation	Department	beginning	at	the	kick-off	meeting	and	continuing	through	milestones	of	deliverable	
planning	park	products.		Additionally,	public	input	was	incorporated	prior	to	development	of	the	Final	Master	
Plan.
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PROJECT APPROACH 

MASTER PLANNING PHILOSOPHY

Through	the	public	involvement	process,	the	Design	Team	gained	input	from	the	stakeholders.		This	input	
enabled	us	to	plan	and	design	a	facility	of	which	the	public	will	ultimately	take	ownership.		WK	Dickson	
successfully	embodied	this	strategic	planning	process.		

The project goals in addition to general master planning included:

Development	of	park	ownership	by	the	local	residents

Linkage	of	the	park	to	nearby	neighborhoods	and	other	community	facilities

	Development	of	multiple	uses	and	functions

	Development	of	the	park	in	multiple	phases

We	believe	 that	 the	principles	 listed	above	were	 successfully	 incorporated	 into	 the	development	of	 the	
Southeast	Cabarrus	Park	Master	Plan.

As	someone	wise	once	reasoned,	“a	problem	well	stated	is	a	problem	half	solved.”		We	believe	it	is	critical	
to	base	future	planning	decisions	on	a	solid	foundation	of	informed	and	logical	community	support.		In	fact,	
the	WK	Dickson	team	has	been	facilitating	these	types	of	initiatives	for	years	and	has	helped	shape	public	
policy.		At	the	root	of	our	success	has	been	an	emphasis	on	three	factors:		process consistency, consultant 
credibility, and personal interest in the community and the people we serve.

In	the	past	it	had	been	thought	that	effective	public	involvement	meant	“getting	the	public	to	speak	with	
open	minds.”		We	have	found	that	this	process	can	be	greatly	enhanced	by	getting	an	informed	public	to	
participate	by	tapping	into	stakeholders	such	as	local	schools,	neighborhoods,	athletic	associations,	and	other	
relevant	special	interest	groups.		We	successfully	incorporated	stakeholder	input	throughout	the	planning	
process	for	Southeast	Cabarrus	Park.

During	the	planning	process,	we	utilized	artist	rendered	graphics	and	conceptual	drawings	to	illustrate	the	
plan’s	design	concept.	We	have	found	that	when	these	techniques	are	used,	overall	feedback	is	generally	more	
community	based	and,	therefore,	more	constructive.		The	concepts	are	better	understood	by	the	participants,	
and	the	decision	process	is	streamlined.
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SITE OPPORTUNITIES AND CONSTRAINTS

W													K	Dickson	was	pleased	 to	have	had	 the	opportunity	 to	 present	 our	 proposed	 improvements	 for	
Cabarrus	County’s	new 190 acre park located off Wallace Road.  WK	Dickson	recently	completed	

several	similar	park	projects	with	trails,	water	activities	and	passive	recreation	activities	that	were	developed	
with	public	involvement	and	steering	committee	participation.		All	parks	and	projects	are	different,	but	we	
brought	to	the	table	our	past	experiences	in	project	development	and	applied	them	to	this	project	in	every	
phase.		The	master	planning	process	is	detailed	task	by	task	in	the	following	pages.

PHASE I – RESEARCH AND ANALYSIS   

Task 1 – In-House Kick-off Meeting

The	Design	Team	conducted	an	in-house	Project	Kick-off	Meeting	after	receiving	notice	to	proceed	on	the	
project.		At	this	meeting,	the	following	items	were	discussed:

	Circulation,	site	access,	traffic	and	roads
	Hydrology	including	surface	water	and	runoff,	erosion	potential,	and	the	property’s	location	in	the	

watershed
	Wetlands	and	water	bodies,	both	existing	and	potential
	Topography	and	slopes
	Irrigation	water	sources
	Existing	soils	and	vegetation
	Existing	utilities	and	plans	for	future	utilities
	Existing	buildings	and	materials
	Climate	and	growing	conditions
	Views
	Existing	site	features	to	protect	and	remain
	Potential	stakeholders/partners
	Steering	Committee	role
	Project	roles	and	responsibilities
	Lines	of	communication	and	reporting
	Review	and	exchange	of	information
	Establish	limits	and	scope	of	Southeast	Cabarrus	Park
	Schedule	critical	tasks	and	dates
	Special	considerations	and	design	criteria
	Collect	data	from	County	offices
	Program	development	of	recreational	elements
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SITE OPPORTUNITIES AND CONSTRAINTS

 WORK PRODUCTS:

	Sketch plan
	Schedule
	Contacts

Task 2 – Initial Steering Committee Meeting 

Using	the	conceptual	plan,	the	Steering	Committee	convened	to	discuss	the	schedule,	committee	process	
and	project	details.		During	this	meeting,	key	completion	dates	were	established	and	the	desire	to	have	
branding	of	the	park	for	overall	aesthetics,	visual	coordination,	and	identification	was	discussed	in	detail.		A	
logo	and	architectural	consistency	in	signs	and	the	proposed	environmental	center	are	to	be	implemented	
into	the	plan.		An	overall	theme	of	preservation	and	enhancement	of	the	natural	environment	for	passive	
and	active	recreation	is	desired.		A	list	of	activities	and	programs	as	well	as	the	prioritization	of	desired	park	
elements	was	developed	by	the	Steering	Committee.		

 WORK PRODUCT:

	Base map  (24" X 36")
	Committee list of desired activities and programs for park elements

Task 3 – Site Analysis / Feasibility / Opportunities and Constraints / Concept Alternatives

WK	Dickson	provided	information	which	included:

	 Site	visits	 to	catalog	and	map	physical	attributes	 including,	but	not	 limited	 to,	existing	 trails,	
vegetative	 massing,	 drainage	 characteristics,	 environmental	 characteristics,	 soils,	 slopes	 and	
analysis,	 access	 points	 for	 vehicles	 and	 potential	 parking,	 above	 ground	 utility	 systems	 and	
potential	passive	recreational	activities

	 Locating	key	project	points	on	the	site
	 Utility	/	Infrastructure	Analysis
	 Narrative	describing	observations	made	during	the	Site	Analysis
	 Opportunities	and	Constraints	Plan	–	Concept	Plan	Alternatives
	 Determination	of	permitting	requirements	/	potential	floodplain	areas	and	species	habitats		

The	Site	Analysis	maps	that	were	developed	are	included	on	the	following	pages	and	illustrate	all	of	the	
characteristics	of	the	property	that	were	studied	in	detail	for	this	project.
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AERIAL PHOTOGRAPH  
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FLOODPLAIN
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SOILS
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A	fter	the	completion	of	the	Site	Analysis,	the	Planning	Team	refined	the	Concept	Plan	for	the	future	park.		
The	plan	was	based	on	preliminary	ideas,	goals,	and	objectives	that	had	been	developed	by	the	Steering	
Committee.		These	ideas	were	evaluated	with	the	environmental	considerations	emphasized	during	the	Site	
Analysis.		The	Site	Analysis	information	was	used	to	determine	appropriate	locations	of	certain	types	of	uses	
on	the	site	and	where	any	use	would	be	precluded	due	to	steep	terrain,	wet	soils,	etc.		Other	potential	uses	
were	also	explored	and	shown	on	the	Concept	Plan.		The	plan	is	described	and	illustrated	below	and	on	
the	following	pages.	Also	included	are	architectural	renderings	of	the	conceptutal	amenities.

Conceptual Plan

	 	Utilize	existing	roadbeds	and	entrances	 	4.0	miles	of	mountain	bike	trails
	 	2.5	miles	of	walking	/	hiking	trails		 	 	Picnic	shelters
	 	Large	concession/restroom		 	 	Cabins
	 	Create	2.5	acre	lake	 	 	 	2	baseball/softball	fields
	 	2	football	fields	 	 	 	 	2	soccer	fields
	 	6	tennis	courts	 	 	 	 	Amphitheater	and	seating	area

CONCEPT PLAN

OVERFLOW
PARKING

TERRACED AMPHITHEATER
SEATING AREA

FISHING/OBSERVATION PIERS
PADDLE BOAT DOCK
PADDLE BOAT RENTALS

RESTROOMS/SHOWERS
FOR CABIN USERS

PROPOSED POND (2 AC.)

AMPHITHEATER

PLAYGROUND
PORTABLE
CONCESSION STAND

PROPOSED ENTRY ROAD

TENNIS COURTS (6)

SOCCER FIELDS (2)
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PRELIMINARY MASTER PLAN PROCESS

CONCEPTUAL MASTER PLAN

Task 4 –Steering Committee Meeting

The	Planning	Team,	along	with	the	Steering	Committee	which	included	members	of	the	Cabarrus	County	
Parks	and	Recreation	Department,	worked	together	 to	review	the	master	planning	process,	site	analysis	
data,	opportunities	and	constraints,	and	the	Concept	Plan	developed	for	the	site.		The	Steering	Committee,	
Planning	Team,	and	the	former	property	owner	conducted	a	site	visit	in	order	for	committee	members	to	
get	a	better	feel	for	the	site	constraints	and	opportunities	presented.	Comments	from	the	discussions	at	the	
project	meetings	and	site	visit	were	collected	and	utilized	for	the	next	work	phase.

	 WORK PRODUCTS:

	Graphics	from	Task	2,	3,	and	4
	Meeting	minutes

PHASE II - PRELIMINARY MASTER PLAN

Task 5 – Refine Preliminary Master Plan

From	 the	 input	 gathered,	 a	Preliminary	Master	Plan	was	developed.	The	Design	Team,	 along	with	 the	
architect	 assisting	on	 the	project,	 developed	 sketches	 and	graphic	drawings	 to	portray	major	 elements	
of	the	park.		Based	on	the	outcome	of	survey	responses	and	the	input	of	the	Steering	Committee,	several	
elements	of	 the	conceptual	plan	were	removed	due	to	lack	of	public	 interest	and	site	constraints.	 	The	
major	elements	of	the	preliminary	master	plan	include:

	Bike	trails
	Hiking/walking	trails
	Cabins
	Tent	camping	area
	Amphitheater
	18	hole	disc	golf	course
	Picnic	pavilions
	Playgrounds
	Open	space
	Multi-use	educational	and	administrative	building
	Picnic	shelters
	Soccer	field
	Football	field
	Tennis	courts
	Baseball	fields
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PRELIMINARY MASTER PLAN PROCESS

An	estimate	of	probable	construction	costs	for	the	selected	amenities	based	on	current	construction	cost	
estimates	was	developed.

	 WORK PRODUCTS:

	Preliminary	Master	Plan	24”	X	36”	in	color
	Architectural	Renderings	of	possible	park	structures
	Estimate	of	probable	construction	costs

Task 6 – Public Meeting

After	reviewing	the	Preliminary	Master	Plan	with	the	Steering	Committee,	the	Design	Team	conducted	a	
public	meeting	to	review	the	planning	process,	our	Site	Analysis	findings,	and	the	Preliminary	Master	Plan	
developed	for	the	project.

After	a	thorough	review	of	the	process	and	plans	developed	to	date,	a	Question	and	Answer	period	was	
conducted.	Comments	were	gathered	and	utilized	for	development	of	the	Final	Master	Plan.

	 WORK PRODUCTS:

	PowerPoint	presentation
	Presentation	boards	of	the	analysis	data	and	the	Preliminary	Master	Plans
	Presentation	boards	of	the	graphic	sketches	illustrating	the	proposed	amenities

Preliminary Master Plan

	Utilize	existing	roadbeds	and	entrances
	Entrance	from	Wallace	Road
	4.0	miles	of	bike	trails
	2.4	miles	of	walking	/	hiking	trails
	Picnic	shelters
	18	hole	disc	golf	course
	Cabins	and	tent	camping
	Soccer	field
	Football	field
	BMX	bike	track
	Multi-use	educational	and	administrative	building
	Fishing	pier/boardwalk/paddle	boats
	Playground
	Amphitheater
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The	Preliminary	Master	Plan	that	was	developed	is	shown	of	the	following	pages,	and	further	illustrates	the	
amenities	described	above.

Task 7 – Public Input Session

In	an	attempt	to	solicit	more	public	involvement	and	participation	in	the	planning	process,	a	public	input	
session	was	held	at	the	Cabarrus	County	Fair.		A	booth	was	set	up	with	comment	response	cards	and	the	
Preliminary	Master	Plan	on	display.	The	public	was	asked	to	either	fill	out	a	comment	form	or	visit	the	
project	website	to	fill	out	the	online	survey.		All	comment	forms	and	website	surveys	were	compiled	and	
utilized	for	development	of	the	Final	Master	Plan.

	 WORK PRODUCTS:

	Presentation	board	of	Preliminary	Layout
	Tabulated	public	input	from	the	online	surveys	and	comment	forms

Task 8 – Public Meeting

A	second	public	meeting	was	held	at	 the	Cabarrus	County	Government	Center	 to	 review	the	planning	
process,	current	public	input	and	requests	and	to	discuss	the	Preliminary	Master	Plan.		A	brief	explanation	
of	the	public	input	process	was	outlined	for	those	attendees	who	had	not	been	involved	in	the	process	
up	to	this	point.		The	explanation	was	followed	with	a	summary	of	the	survey	responses	that	had	been	
collected	to	date	and	several	questions	were	answered.

Members	of	 the	Steering	Committee	were	 in	attendance	as	well	as	members	of	 the	public	and	several	
County	Commissioners.		All	attendees	were	asked	to	fill	out	comment	forms	or	visit	the	project	website	to	
complete	the	online	survey.

	 WORK PRODUCTS:

	PowerPoint	presentation
	Presentation	board	of	Preliminary	Layout
	Tabulated	public	input	from	previous	tasks

PRELIMINARY MASTER PLAN PROCESS
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Task 9 – Draft Master Plan on Display

The	Draft	Master	Plan	was	on	display	at	the	Midland	Magic	Festival.		The	festival	location	was	less	than	
one	mile	from	the	location	of	the	park	site	and	the	public	was	excited	to	see	the	draft	plan.		Once	again,	
the	public	was	asked	to	fill	out	comment	forms	or	visit	the	project	website	in	order	to	develop	a	park	plan	
that	is	sensitive	to	local	needs.

	 WORK PRODUCTS:

	Presentation	board	of	Preliminary	Layout
	Tabulated	public	input	from	previous	tasks

TERRACED AMPHITHEATER
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PADDLE BOAT DOCK
PADDLE BOAT RENTALS
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AMPHITHEATER

PLAYGROUND
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CONCESSION STAND

PROPOSED ENTRY ROAD

FISHING PIERS AND
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PARKING

OPEN FIELD

OVERFLOW
PARKING

PRELIMINARY MASTER PLAN PROCESS
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SITE STRUCTURES, DETAILS, AND VIEWS
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 SITE STRUCTURES AND DETAILS
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 SITE STRUCTURES AND DETAILS
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 SITE STRUCTURES, DETAILS, AND SIGNAGE
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PASSIVE RECREATIONAL PARK ELEMENTS
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PASSIVE RECREATIONAL PARK ELEMENTS
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 ACTIVE RECREATIONAL PARK ELEMENTS
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 ACTIVE RECREATIONAL PARK ELEMENTS
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FINAL MASTER PLAN PROCESS

Once	the	plans	went	through	preliminary	review	with	the	Steering	Committee	members,	the	
preliminary	plan	was	refined	to	reflect	public	input.

Summary of Comments Received from Public Input

	Need	a	multiple	use	park	for	the	community	which	includes	mainly	passive	recreation	
elements.		The	top	10	requests	based	on	the	survey	information	received	from	the	
website	 are	 as	 follows:	 Hiking	 Trails,	 Nature	 Trails,	 Pier	 /	 Boardwalk,	 Mountain	
Bike	Trail,	Playground,	18-Hole	Disc	Golf	Course,	Paddle	Boats,	Amphitheater,	Tent	
Camping,	Dog	Park.			

	Include	space	for	possible	future	active	recreation	such	as	football,	basketball,	tennis,	
and	other	team	sports	recreation	activities.

	Park	needs	to	be	a	common	place	for	the	community	to	gather,	bond,	and	enjoy	
recreational	activities.

	Park	needs	to	include	one	or	more	shaded	playground	areas	centrally	located	near	
the	picnic	pavilions	and	parking	areas.

	Disc	 golf	 is	 very	 important	 as	 it	 encourages	 family	 time,	 exercise,	 and	 growth	
of	a	community	and	also	allows	 for	multiple	age	groups	 to	enjoy	 the	recreation	
opportunities.

	The	park	could	possibly	cater	to	local	groups	for	weekly	activities	and	overnight	
accommodations.

	Prefer	multiple	trail	types	that	cater	to	all	groups.

	Mountain	bike	trails	should	be	left	as	natural	as	possible	with	either	earth	or	crushed	
granite	fines	as	the	surface.

	Strong	request	for	a	dog	park	from	survey	responses	and	public	input.

	Provide	multiple	cabins	with	restrooms.
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Phase 1:     		
	Paved	entry	road	from	Wallace	Road
	Entry	sign	and	lighting
	Paved	parking	lot	for	120	vehicles
	Paved	road	and	parking	at	maintenance	building
	Renovation	of	existing	barn	to	become	maintenance	building	and	park	offices
	Boardwalk	and	fishing	piers
	Paddle	boats,	dock,	and	restroom	/	sales	building
	Picnic	area	with	pavilion	and	playground
	Gravel	perimeter	trail
	Pedestrian	bridges	at	creek	crossings
	Mountain	bike	trails	with	gravel	parking	lot

NOT TO SCALE

ENTRANCE ROAD - 24' WIDE
INCLUDING 4' BIKE LANE

OPEN
SPACE

H
W

Y 
60

1

PADDLE BOAT DOCK
RESTROOMS & PADDLE BOAT RENTALS

BOARDWALK AND
FISHING PIERS

PLAYGROUND & PICNIC
AREA

FINAL MASTER PLAN PROCESS
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Phase 1 Alternate:     		
	Paved	entry	road	from	Bethel	School	Road
	Large	bottomless	culvert	to	cross	creek	near	entry
	Entry	sign	and	lighting
	Paved	parking	lot	for	120	vehicles
	Paved	road	and	parking	at	maintenance	building
	Renovation	of	existing	barn	to	become	maintenance	building	and	park	offices
	Boardwalk	and	fishing	piers
	Paddle	boats,	dock,	and	restroom	/	sales	building
	Picnic	area	with	pavilion	and	playground
	Gravel	perimeter	trail
	Pedestrian	bridges	at	creek	crossings
	Mountain	bike	trails	with	gravel	parking	lot	

FINAL MASTER PLAN PROCESS
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FINAL MASTER PLAN PROCESS

Phase 2:
	Paved	entry	and	parking	lot	to	multi-purpose	facility
	Multi-purpose	building	with	educational	and	administration	offices
	Picnic	area	with	splash	pad	and	playground
	Asphalt	drive	and	parking	for	cabins
	Create	2.5	acre	pond	and	surround	with	6	cabins
	Restroom/shower	facility	for	cabin	area
	Tent	camping	sites	near	cabins
	Additional	multi-use	gravel	trails
	18	hole	disc	golf	course
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| �� |

CABARRUS CoUnty, noRth CARolinA  Southeast Cabarrus Park Master Plan          

Phase 2 Alternate:     		
	Paved	entry	and	parking	lot	to	multi-purpose	facility
	Multi-purpose	building	with	educational	and	administration	offices
	Picnic	area	with	splash	pad	and	playground
	Asphalt	drive	and	parking	for	cabins
	Create	2.5	acre	pond	and	surround	with	6	cabins
	Restroom/shower	facility	for	cabin	area
	Tent	camping	sites	near	cabins
	Additional	multi-use	gravel	trails
	18	hole	disc	golf	course

FINAL MASTER PLAN PROCESS
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FINAL MASTER PLAN PROCESS

Phase 3:   				
	Small	parking	lot	for	amphitheater	and	playground
	Tensile	Fabric	amphitheater	overhanging	pond
	Playground	near	amphitheater
	Paved	road	and	parking	area	for	dog	park
	Additional	primitive	camping	sites
	Football	field
	Soccer	field
	Football/Soccer	additional	parking
	Lighting	for	football/soccer	fields
	BMX	track	and	parking
	Portable	concession	stand
	Lighted	tennis	courts	and	parking	lot
	Restroom	for	tent	camping

NOT TO SCALE
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Phase 3 Alternate:     		
	Small	parking	lot	for	amphitheater	and	playground
	Tensile	Fabric	amphitheater	overhanging	pond
	Playground	near	amphitheater
	Paved	road	and	parking	area	for	dog	park
	Additional	primitive	camping	sites
	Football	field
	Soccer	field
	Football/Soccer	additional	parking
	Lighting	for	football/soccer	fields
	BMX	track	and	parking
	Portable	concession	stand
	Lighted	tennis	courts	and	parking	lot

FINAL MASTER PLAN PROCESS
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Future Phase
	Tennis	Courts	with	Parking
	Lighted	Baseball	/	Softball	Field	with	Parking
	Swimming	Pool	and	Shelter

FINAL MASTER PLAN PROCESS

NOT TO SCALE
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BASEBALL/SOFTBALL FIELDS
WITH LIGHTING AND
PARKING (40 SPACES)
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FINAL mAster pLAN process
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FINAL MASTER PLAN PROCESS

Task 10 –Presentation to Park Committee

The	Master	Plan	was	presented	to	the	Park	Committee	for	comments	and	subsequent	recommendation	to	
the	Commission.	The	Master	Plan	booklet	summarizes	all	aspects	of	the	planning	process	from	conceptual	
design	to	the	final	master	plan	for	the	park.	The	process	was	explained	to	the	Committee	members	and	
included	justification	of	chosen	amenities.	After	the	presentation,	questions	and	comments	presented	by	
the	Committee	were	addressed.

	 WORK PRODUCTS:

	Power	Point	Presentation	of	Master	Plan	Booklet
	Master	Plan	Booklet

Task 11– Presentation to County Commissioners

The	completed	Master	Planning	process	will	be	submitted	to	the	County	Commissioners.		Any	questions	
and	comments	will	be	addressed	at	the	presentation	in	order	to	achieve	project	approval.		The	Final	Master	
Plan	includes	phasing	and	probable	construction	cost	estimates.

	 WORK PRODUCTS:

	Power	Point	Presentation	of	Master	Plan	Booklet
	Master	Plan	Booklet
	Presentation	Board	of	Overall	Master	Plan
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CONCLUSIONS AND ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

Cabarrus	County	hired	WK	Dickson	to	assist	them	in	developing	a	Master	Plan	for	a	190	acre	quarry	
site	formerly	owned	by	the	Wallace	Family.		The	site	is	located	in	the	southeastern	corner	of	Cabarrus	
County,	near	Midland,	North	Carolina.		The	goal	for	the	project	was	to	develop	a	plan	for	a	primarily	
passive	park,	with	trails	for	pedestrians	and	bikes,	picnic	areas,	overlooks,	a	disc	golf	course,	a	nature	
interpretive	 center,	 cabins,	 a	 boardwalk	 and	 fishing	 piers,	 open	 space,	 campground,	 and	 shaded	
playgrounds	for	children.		The	site	is	partially	wooded	and	partially	open	with	a	beautiful	10	acre	pond.		
The	site	has	varied	terrain,	which	severely	limits	its	use	for	playing	fields,	but	affords	vast	views	from	a	
number	of	locations	to	the	surrounding	area.

The	Final	Master	Plan	 is	 a	 culmination	of	 a	number	of	meetings	and	discussions	with	 the	Steering	
Committee,	County	staff,	and	public.		The	Site	Analysis,	Concept	Plans,	and	Preliminary	Master	Plans	
were	presented	 to	 the	various	groups	 for	 their	comment	and	 input.	 	 In	creation	of	 the	Final	Master	
Plan,	WK	Dickson	has	taken	all	of	the	comments	received,	analyzed	them	with	the	site	constraints,	and	
responded	in	the	most	meaningful	manner	possible	to	achieve	the	goals	put	forth	by	the	citizenry.		The	
Final	Master	Plan	is	truly	a	result	of	the	democratic	process.

WK	Dickson	would	like	to	thank	the	Cabarrus	County	staff	for	all	their	time	and	effort	in	hosting	the	
meetings,	giving	careful	thought	to	the	issues,	and	garnering	public	participation	and	input.		We	would	
also	like	to	thank	the	Steering	Committee	for	the	generous	donation	of	their	time	and	consideration	
for	all	of	the	issues	weighed	and	discussed	at	meetings	and	in	various	conversations	throughout	the	
planning	process.		Finally,	we	extend	our	appreciation	to	the	citizens	of	Cabarrus	County	for	participating	
in	the	process	and	taking	their	time	to	share	their	thoughts	and	wishes	with	us	for	consideration	in	the	
development	of	 their	 future	park.	 	 It	 is	our	hope	that	 the	park	will	 truly	become	a	community	gem	
treasured	by	the	young	and	old	alike.

Steering Committee Members:

Aimee	Hawkins	 Bobby	McGee		 Chris	Furr	 	 David	Hampton
Dennis	Testerman	 Donna	Wallace	 Rob	Wallace	 	 Heather	Johannes
James	Carriker	 	 Jonathan	Marshall	 Kevin	Grant	 	 Kathy	Kitts
Kyle	Bilafer	 	 Londa	Strong	 	 Margaret	Houston	 Mike	Downs
Perry	Gabriel	 	 Randy	Daniels		 Richard	Stancil
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APPENDIX B - MEETING MINUTES

J:\98131.50\word docs\Minutes 2_10_00 

DATE:  August 13, 2009 

_____________________________________________________________________________  

ATTENDEES: LONDA STRONG, JONATHAN MARSHALL, DAVID HAMPTON, KYLE BILAFER, KEVIN GRANT,
RICHARD STANCIL, JAMES CARRIKER, CHRIS FURR, DENNIS TESTERMAN, KATHY KITTS, AIMEE HAWKINS,
ROB WALLACE, DONNA WALLACE, PERRY GABRIEL, HEATHER JOHANNES, MIKE DOWNS, BARBARA 
WALKER, RHONDA HARRISON, TIM LOWDER, BILLY ROYAL, JOEL MOULIN

The purpose of the meeting was to establish the steering committee process and time frame as well 
as discuss the project in detail. 

Established key dates for project schedule 

Preliminary Master Plan complete for presentation in the Cabarrus County Booth during the 
County Fair, September 11 – 19, 2009. 

Final Master Plan complete for presentation at the Midland Magic Festival October 3 -4, 
2009.

Comments from the Midland Magic Festival will be incorporated into the final plan 
presented at the County Commission meeting in the November.   

Next meeting will be a site visit on August 19, 2009 at 1:00.  We will meet at the project 
entrance on Wallace Road.  It is the first right after turning onto Wallace Road from 
Highway 601.  Presentation of project status will be held at Midland Town Hall following 
the site visit at 3:30.   

A website has been established for the project.  http://southeastcabarruspark.wkdickson.com/

The Town of Midland and Cabarrus County will establish links from their websites to the project 
website.  A survey/questionnaire will be added to the website to for citizens to contribute 
comments to the project as it progresses.  The questionnaire will be presented for comments by the 
Steering Committee at the August 19, 2009 meeting.   

Kyle Bilafer will provide the Cabarrus County sustainable specifications and guidelines to WK 
Dickson.

There is a strong desire to have branding of the park for overall aesthetics, visual coordination, and 
identification.  A logo and architectural consistency in signs and the built environmental is to be 
implemented in the plan.  On overall theme of preservation and enhancement of the natural 
environmental for passive and active recreation is desired.   

Southeast Cabarrus Park Meeting Minutes
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APPENDIX C - AMENITIES CHART
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APPENDIX E - PUBLIC COMMENT RESPONSE CARD

Survey Responses Midland Magic

18 Hole Disc Golf 1 2 3
Amphitheatre 2 1
Baseball 1 1 3
Basketball 1 1 3
Butterfly Garden 3 2
Cabins with Utilities 2 3 1
Climbing Wall 2 3
Concerts/Movies in Park 3 2
Cross County 5K 1 4
Dog Park 1 4
Educational Kiosks 4
Fishing Pier/Boardwalk 4 2
Football 1 3
Environmental Education 3 1 1
Hiking Trail 4 1
Miniature Golf 3 2 1
Mountain Bike Trail 1 2
Nature Center 2 2
Open Space Play 2 2
Paddleboats 1 2 1
Playground 5 1
Preservation Open Space 1 3
Ropes Course 4
Shelters with Horseshoe 2 2 1
Skateboard Park 2 4
Soccer 1 2
Splash Pad 1 3 1
Swimming Pool 2 1 2
Tennis Courts 3 2
Tent Camping 3 1
Volleyball 1 1 3

Top 3 Reasons for Using Parks

Adults Sports 3
Child Sports 1
Events (Concerts/Movies) 5
Leisure (Walking,Hiking, etc.) 4
Picnics/Group Activities 5
Playgrounds 4

Remarks
RV/Camper Parking
Walking Paths/trails marked distances

Very Important Important Not Important

Midland Magic Public Comment Card
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APPENDIX E - PUBLIC COMMENT RESPONSE CARD

Survey Responses from Public Meetings 1 & 2

18 Hole Disc Golf 14 12 21
Amphitheater 21 22 7
Baseball 18 13 14
Basketball 17 12 16
Butterfly Garden 13 18 13
Cabins with Utilities 14 29 6
Climbing Wall 7 24 11
Concerts/Movies in Park 21 22 7
Cross Country 5k 14 16 11
Dog Park 19 14 19
Educational Kiosks 10 21 12
Fishing Pier/Boardwalk 30 12 2
Football 15 9 16
Hands on Environmental Education 18 16 9
Hiking Trail 40 10
Miniature Golf 16 20 10
Mountain Bike Trail 23 18 4
Nature Center 16 20 7
Nature Trail 30 15 1
Open Space Play 28 15 3
Paddle Boats 21 17 8
Playground 35 11 1
Preservation Open Space 23 18 6
Ropes Course 13 13 19
Shelters with Horseshoe 16 18 12
Skateboard Park 8 12 22
Soccer 12 12 18
Splash Pad 18 16 9
Swimming Pool 28 7 12
Tennis Courts 15 21 7
Tent Camping 22 19 8
Volleyball 14 22 5
BMX 3
Horseback Trail 1

Top 3 Reasons for using parks
Adult Sports 23
Child Sports 19
Events (Concerts/Movies) 15
Leisure (Walking, Hiking, etc.) 37
Picnics/Group Activities 33
Playgrounds 29

ImportantVery Important Not Important

Public Meeting Comment Card



Site Analysis 
 

A local environmental company Habitat Assessment and Restoration Program, Inc (HARP) was hired 
to perform the environmental review of the park property prior to planning the layout. The 
information discovered at the site allowed the design to progress without disturbing any areas that 
should be protected or avoided.  
 

Topography – The site is partially wooded and partially grassed with gentle slopes throughout. There 
is a stream that bisects the property and a large (approximately 10 acre) quarry pond in the middle 
portion of the property. Due to the proposed passive development style of the park, the existing 
topography will be well utilized during park development to limit disturbance to as much of the 
existing site topography as possible.  
 

Soils –  According to the Cabarrus County Soil Survey (USDA, 1988), there are three soil types in this 
large pasture.  “Channery” refers to the percentage of slate fragments in the soil, varying between 15 
to 60%.    
 

Badin B (BaB) – Badin channery silt loam, 2 to 8 percent slopes.  Well‐drained, on narrow, undulating 
ridges that are highly dissected by intermittent drainageways.  Permeability is moderate.  It is used 
primarily for crops and pasture, or woodland. Depth to bedrock, clayey texture, and moderate 
shrink‐swell potential are the main limitations for building sites.  Low strength is a severe limitation 
for local roads.  Erosion is a hazard for construction sites if the ground cover is removed.  Small 
stones on the surface and dustiness are the main limitations for most recreational uses. 
 

Misenheimer A (MsA) – Misenheimer  channery silt loam, 0 to 4 percent slopes.  Moderately well‐
drained and shallow, on broad nearly level to gently undulating ridges. Permeability is moderate to 
moderately rapid, and the available water capacity is low. A perched seasonal high water table is at a 
depth of 1 foot to 1.5 feet late in winter, early in spring and during wet periods.  This soil is droughty 
during dry periods. It is used mainly as woodland. The soil has severe limitations for most urban uses 
because of depth to bedrock and wetness.  It is suitable for most recreational uses, but small stones 
and wetness are limitations.   
 

Kirksey B (KkB) – Kirksey silt loam, 1 to 6 percent slopes.  Moderately well‐drained on gently sloping 
upland ridges, in depressions and around the head of streams.  A perched seasonal high water table 
is at a depth of 1.5 to 3 ft. during December to March.  Used as cropland, pasture or woodland.  
Wetness and moderately slow permeability limit use and management. Wetness and low strength 
are the main limitations for building sites.  Wetness and moderately slow permeability are the main 
limitations for recreational uses. 
 

The best pasture grass is found on the Badin soil, with the next best on the Kirksey and finally, a poor 
pasture cover on Misenheimer. It is easy to determine where the soil types occur in the field. Where 
Kirksey and Badin merge, the fire ant mounds in the Kirksey are brown, while in the Badin they are 
red.  In Misenheimer, the mounds are gray‐brown. 
 

Very likely severe droughty conditions occur in the Misenheimer and Kirksey soil area during the 
summer.  These limit the growth and expansion of typical wetland species and the combination of  



wet winters and dry summers hinders the growth of woody species.  Woody plant coverage 
recovers slowly over a lengthy period of time.   
 
The perched water table produces standing water on the surface of the soils, which in turn allows 
the development of limited hydrophytic vegetation, but without hydric soil development.  
Therefore the wet areas are not jurisdictional. 
 
There are two additional soil types on the site, Goldston C (GoC) and Chewacla (Ch). Goldston C 
(GoC) – Very channery silt loam, 4 to 15 percent slopes.  Well drained to excessively drained.  
Permeability is moderately rapid and the available water capacity is low.  This soil is used mainly as 
woodland, or occasionally for hay/pasture.  This soil has severe limitations for most urban uses.  
Depth to bedrock, high content of slate fragments (35‐60%) and slope are the main limitations.  
For recreational purposes limitations include small stones, slope and depth to bedrock.  For the 
proposed park site, this soil occurs at the southwestern tip and boundary.  The slow recovery after 
timbering is reflected here.   
 
Chewacla (Ch) – Sandy loam, frequently flooded.  This soil is nearly level and somewhat poorly 
drained, occurring along Muddy Creek.  Permeability is moderate and the available water capacity 
is high.  From November to April, the water table is at a depth of 0.5 to 1.5 ft.   This soil is subject 
to frequent flooding for brief periods from November to April.  This soil is used mainly for 
woodland although crops can be grown, but are subject to flood damage.  This soil is not suited for 
most urban and recreational uses.   
 
As a soils complex, the park site lends itself to a passive setting rather than active development, 
such as buildings and playing fields.   
 
Vegetation – The northern portion of the park site, north of Muddy Creek, is a managed pasture 
with scattered individual trees and groups of trees.  A line of woody vegetation extends northwest 
toward the top of the grass field.  A group of trees occurs along the old, abandoned roadbed, the 
roadbed having been filled in the winter of 2005. Out of the floodplain, upslope toward the 
railroad crossing with the dirt service road, occurs an unusual monoculture of Red cedars.  This 
grove of cedars, probably more than 30 in number, is very uniform in age and size.  Their dbh 
measurements range from 18 to 25 in.  Under them is a grassland/herb mixture, but with the 
tributary and Muddy Creek nearby, a nice park‐like feeling occurs. The vegetation around the pond 
area is disturbed.  Trees are confined to the slopes of the berms.  The open areas around the pond 
are covered mostly with grasses, although some herbs have become established. The following 
trees and shrubs were found on site. 
 
Trees and Shrubs: 
 
Ash  

Green – Fraxinus americana 
 
 
Buckeye  

Painted – Aesculus sylvatica 



 
Cedar 
Red – Juniperus virginiana 
 

Cherry 
Black – Prunus seotina 
 

Cottonwood 
  Populus deltoides 
 
Dogwood 
  Cornus florida 
 
Elder 
  Box – Acer negundo 
 
Elm 
  American – Ulmus americana  
  Winged – U. alata 
 
Groundsel‐tree 
  Baccharis halimifolia 
 
Haw (see Holly) 
 
Hickory    
  Mockernut – Carya alba 
  Pignut – C. glabra 
  Shagbark – C, ovata  
   
Highbush blueberry 
  Vaccinium fuscatum 
 
Holly ‐Haw 
  American holly – Ilex opaca 
  Possum haw – Ilex decidua var. decidua 
 
Ironwood 
  Carpinus caroliniana 
 
Maple 
  Chalk – Acer leucoderme 
  Red – A. rubrum 
  Southern sugar – A. floridanum 
 
 



 Oak 
  Black – Quercus velutina 
  Post – Q. stellata 
  Red – Q. rubra 
  Shumard – Q. shumardii 
  Southern red – Q. falcata  
  White – Q. alba 
  Willow – Q. phellos 
 
Pine    
  Loblolly – Pinus taeda 
  Shortleaf – P. echinata 
 
Poplar 
  Yellow – Liriodendron tulipifera 
 
Rose 
  Multiflora – Rosa multiflora 
 
Spicebush  
  Lindera benzoin 
 
St. John’s‐wort (shrubby) 
  Hypericum prolificum  
 
Sugarberry 
  Celtis laevigata 
 
Sweetgum 
  Liquidambar styraciflua 
 
St. Andrew’s Cross 
  Hypericum hypericoides  
 
Sycamore 
  Platanus occidentalis  
 
Walnut 
  Black – Juglans nigra 
 
Willow  
  Black – Salix nigra 
 
 
 
 



Herbs 
 
Alternate‐leaf seedbox – Ludwigia alternifolia 
Basket grass – Arthraxon hispidus var. hispidus 
Beaked panic grass – Panicum anceps 
Bearsfoot – Smallanthus uvedalius 
Bitterweed – Helenium amarum 
Blackberry – Rubus spp. 
Blue curls – Trichostema dichotomum 
Brazilian vervain – Verbena brasiliensis 
Broom‐straw – Andropogon spp. 
Camphorweed – Pluchea camphorata 
Carolina buttercup – Ranunculus caroliniana 
Clover – Trifolium spp.  
Crownbeard – Verbesina occidentalis 
Ditch stonecrop – Penthorum sedoides 
Dock – Rumex spp. 
Dog‐fennel – Eupatorium capillifolium 
Dwarf St. John’s‐wort – Hypericum mutilum 
False nutsedge – Cyperus strigosus 
Fescue grass – Schenodonorus arundinaceus 
Foxtail grass – Setaria spp. 
Horse‐nettle – Solanum carolinense 
Ironweed – Vernonia noveboracensis  
Panic grass  – Panicum anceps 
Purple top grass – Tridens flavus 
Sedge 1 – Carex frankii 
Sedge 2 – Carex tribuloides 
Soft rush – Juncus effusus 
Spikerush – Eleocharis spp. 
Thistle – Cirsium horridulum var. horridulum 
Toothcup – Rotala ramosior 
Umbrella sedge – Cyperus retrorsus 
Virginia bugleweed – Lycopus virginianus 
Water starwort – Callitriche heterophylla  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Hydrology ‐ The entire site has numerous stormwater conveyance ditches, with a linear and an 
expanded wetland occurring in an open field and in a woodland.  Wetland species occur in 
perched water table seepages, particularly in the far north and west portions of the large pasture.   
In general, Muddy Creek is entrenched 5‐6 ft. with a well‐developed floodplain along the north 
side and in places small stretches of bluffs on the south side. Besides the streams and ponds, two 
wetlands were located on the site, but were not delineated.  Both, collectively, likely total less 
than 1/3 acre.  These two wetlands exhibit hydric soil. There is no disturbance of wetlands 
proposed for the project.  Two soil types (Misenheimer and Kirksey) have perched water tables 
and wet soils from December to March.  Limited hydrophytic vegetation is present in some of 
these soils, but without hydric soil development.  Therefore the wetlands are not jurisdictional. 
Water from U.S. 601 (to the east) sheet flows from the pasture to the west, collects in the 
roadside ditch, passes under Wallace Road and flows into a pond alongside U.S. 601.  The original 
outlet for the pond is at the northwest corner of the pond (and is visible in a 2005 aerial 
photograph) but this outlet no longer functions, although there are gullies in the grassland below 
the dam.  The overflow for the pond is now a low area on the east side of the pond, immediately 
alongside a new roadside ditch, which replaces the original ditch that provided water to the pond.  
The ditch continues down‐slope emptying into Muddy Creek.   
 
Significant Natural Communities – Prior to the field work, which occurred on November 24 and 
December 1, 2009, the N.C. Natural Heritage Program Virtual Workroom and the data base for 
Midland USGS Quad were consulted to determine the plant communities and species of concern 
for the site.  The Virtual Workroom is an up‐to‐date listing of all elements of concern within a two 
mile radius of the site.  Both listings are attached at the end of this report. 
 
The Virtual Workroom shows five element occurrences: 
Baptisia alba – Thick‐pod white wild indigo 
Crotalus horridus – Timber rattlesnake 
Lanium ludovicianus – Loggerhead shrike 
Dry‐oak‐hickory forest 
Upland depression swamp forest. 
 
No fruiting stems of the White wild indigo were noted during the field work.  No rocky outcrop 
areas were noted on the site, reducing the potential habitat for a rattlesnake.  The Dry‐oak‐hickory 
and Upland depression swamp forests were not present on the site.  However, in the southern 
portion of the site, at the junction of U.S. 601 and Wallace Road, two small snakes and four 
grasshoppers were seen impaled on the barbed wire.  A bird which appeared to be a Loggerhead 
Shrike was noted on a telephone wire.  With the impaled creatures and the siting, the presence of 
a Loggerhead Shrike is accepted. 
 
For the other element occurrences from the Midland USGS Quad, there are six species of mussels.  
During the field work, the many exposed sand/gravel/shale bars in upper Muddy Creek were 
examined and no empty mussel shells were detected.  However, in the unnamed tributary to 
Muddy Creek in the northeast corner of the site, south of the railroad track, shells of the Asian 
clam (Corbicula fulminea) were found.  Searching for live mussels requires a permit from the NC 
Wildlife Resources Commission.  However, with no empty mussel shells and the lack of an element 
note on the Virtual Workshop report, the presence of any of the mussels of concern seems slight. 



 
The other two species on the list, not included in the Virtual Workroom list, are the Carolina birdfoot 
trefoil (Acmispon helleri) and Virginia quillwort (Isoetes virginica).   The Carolina birdfoot trefoil is 
currently in fruit and readily recognizable in the dried condition.  No plants of this species were 
detected.  The Virginia quillwort grows in wetlands and is a winter growing perennial.  There are 
some areas where it could occur, but it was not detected.  
 

Wetlands – Two jurisdictional wetlands, besides the streams and ponds, were determined to be 
present on the property, but were not delineated.  Both, collectively, total less than 1/3 acre.  Both 
wetlands are described in the overall environmental assessment report which is attached.  There is 
no disturbance of wetlands proposed for this project.  As described in the overall report, there is 
hydrophytic vegetation present in other wet areas but are without hydric soil development and are 
not jurisdictional. 
 

Existing Structures – There is a pole barn located on site that will be converted into a maintenance 
facility with an attached office.  The structure is NOT more than 50 years old and holds no historical 
significance. 
 

Public Access – Public access will be provided by a new entry road along Wallace Road near the 
intersection of Hwy 601. Accessible areas will be provided to all major components of the park after 
construction. ADA standards will be adhered to throughout the park where possible. The public will 
have access to the entire property once construction is completed. 
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Q1. Using a scale of 1 to 9 where 1 is "very dissatisfied" and 9 is "very satisfied," please rate your 
satisfaction with the following aspects of living in Cabarrus County. 
 
(N=482) 
 
 Very        Very  
 Dissati-        Satisfi- Don't 
 sfied 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 ed Know  
Q1a. Open space 
preservation 3.7% 1.5% 2.1% 4.4% 12.0% 12.2% 16.0% 12.9% 14.3% 21.0% 
 
Q1b. Pace of growth 3.9% 2.7% 5.0% 8.1% 18.9% 8.9% 16.8% 13.5% 14.9% 7.3% 
 
Q1c. Crime prevention 2.3% 2.1% 5.8% 5.8% 12.9% 11.6% 20.1% 21.2% 12.4% 5.8% 
 
Q1d. Water supply 2.9% 2.1% 5.0% 5.4% 12.0% 7.7% 15.4% 20.5% 18.5% 10.6% 
 
Q1e. Employment 
opportunities 12.9% 5.0% 8.5% 11.8% 18.3% 10.8% 7.9% 6.8% 5.0% 13.1% 
 
Q1f. Historic landmark 
preservation 3.1% 0.6% 4.6% 3.5% 12.0% 9.1% 17.0% 14.7% 14.3% 21.0% 
 
Q1g. Housing options 
for different income 3.5% 2.3% 3.5% 6.2% 13.1% 8.1% 15.1% 14.5% 13.3% 20.3% 
 
Q1h. Services for 
people with disabilities 1.7% 2.5% 3.9% 5.4% 11.8% 9.1% 12.2% 13.9% 12.7% 26.8% 
 
Q1i. Citizens involved in 
decision-making 3.5% 3.1% 6.4% 7.3% 11.6% 10.2% 17.4% 11.0% 10.8% 18.7% 
 
Q1j. Emergency medical 
response 0.4% 1.5% 1.5% 2.1% 3.5% 7.9% 16.0% 23.2% 31.1% 12.9% 
 
Q1k. Emergency law 
enforcement response 1.5% 1.9% 2.5% 2.9% 4.4% 8.5% 14.5% 27.0% 28.0% 8.9% 
 
Q1l. Emergency fire 
response 0.2% 1.0% 0.4% 1.2% 3.5% 4.8% 9.1% 30.5% 36.1% 13.1% 
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EXCLUDING DON’T KNOWS 
 
Q1. Using a scale of 1 to 9 where 1 is "very dissatisfied" and 9 is "very satisfied," please rate your 
satisfaction with the following aspects of living in Cabarrus County. (without "don't know") 
 
(N=482) 
 Very         
 Dissatis-        Very 
 fied 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 Satisfied 
Q1a. Open space 
preservation 4.7% 1.8% 2.6% 5.5% 15.2% 15.5% 20.2% 16.3% 18.1% 
 
Q1b. Pace of growth 4.3% 2.9% 5.4% 8.7% 20.4% 9.6% 18.1% 14.5% 16.1% 
 
Q1c. Crime prevention 2.4% 2.2% 6.2% 6.2% 13.7% 12.3% 21.4% 22.5% 13.2% 
 
Q1d. Water supply 3.2% 2.3% 5.6% 6.0% 13.5% 8.6% 17.2% 23.0% 20.6% 
 
Q1e. Employment 
opportunities 14.8% 5.7% 9.8% 13.6% 21.0% 12.4% 9.1% 7.9% 5.7% 
 
Q1f. Historic landmark 
preservation 3.9% 0.8% 5.8% 4.5% 15.2% 11.5% 21.5% 18.6% 18.1% 
 
Q1g. Housing options 
for different income 4.4% 2.9% 4.4% 7.8% 16.4% 10.2% 19.0% 18.2% 16.7% 
 
Q1h. Services for 
people with disabilities 2.3% 3.4% 5.4% 7.4% 16.1% 12.5% 16.7% 19.0% 17.3% 
 
Q1i. Citizens involved in 
decision-making 4.3% 3.8% 7.9% 8.9% 14.3% 12.5% 21.4% 13.5% 13.3% 
 
Q1j. Emergency medical 
response 0.5% 1.7% 1.7% 2.4% 4.0% 9.0% 18.3% 26.7% 35.7% 
 
Q1k. Emergency law 
enforcement response 1.6% 2.1% 2.7% 3.2% 4.8% 9.3% 15.9% 29.6% 30.8% 
 
Q1l. Emergency fire 
response 0.2% 1.2% 0.5% 1.4% 4.1% 5.5% 10.5% 35.1% 41.5% 
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Q2. Which THREE of the items listed above do you think are most important for the County to provide? 
 
 Q2. 1st choice Number Percent 
 Open space preservation 11 2.3 % 
 Pace of growth 15 3.1 % 
 Crime prevention 59 12.2 % 
 Water supply 25 5.2 % 
 Employment opportunities 125 25.9 % 
 Historic landmark preservation 7 1.5 % 
 Housing options for different income categories 15 3.1 % 
 Services for disabled 10 2.1 % 
 Citizens involved in decision-making 13 2.7 % 
 Emergency medical response 70 14.5 % 
 Emergency law enforcement response 72 14.9 % 
 Emergency fire response 32 6.6 % 
 None chosen 28 5.8 % 
 Total 482 100.0 % 
 
 
 Q2. 2nd choice Number Percent 
 Open space preservation 11 2.3 % 
 Pace of growth 24 5.0 % 
 Crime prevention 52 10.8 % 
 Water supply 30 6.2 % 
 Employment opportunities 51 10.6 % 
 Historic landmark preservation 10 2.1 % 
 Housing options for different income categories 36 7.5 % 
 Services for disabled 19 3.9 % 
 Citizens involved in decision-making 14 2.9 % 
 Emergency medical response 43 8.9 % 
 Emergency law enforcement response 86 17.8 % 
 Emergency fire response 47 9.8 % 
 None chosen 59 12.2 % 
 Total 482 100.0 % 
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Q2. Which THREE of the items listed above do you think are most important for the County to provide? 
 
 Q2. 3rd choice Number Percent 
 Open space preservation 10 2.1 % 
 Pace of growth 25 5.2 % 
 Crime prevention 38 7.9 % 
 Water supply 34 7.1 % 
 Employment opportunities 32 6.6 % 
 Historic landmark preservation 8 1.7 % 
 Housing options for different income categories 32 6.6 % 
 Services for disabled 19 3.9 % 
 Citizens involved in decision-making 23 4.8 % 
 Emergency medical response 51 10.6 % 
 Emergency law enforcement response 40 8.3 % 
 Emergency fire response 75 15.6 % 
 None chosen 95 19.7 % 
 Total 482 100.0 % 
 
 
Q2. Which THREE of the items listed above do you think are most important for the County to provide? 
(top 3) 
 
 Q2. Sum of Top 4 choices Number Percent 
 Open space preservation 32 6.6 % 
 Pace of growth 64 13.3 % 
 Crime prevention 149 30.9 % 
 Water supply 89 18.5 % 
 Employment opportunities 208 43.2 % 
 Historic landmark preservation 25 5.2 % 
 Housing options for different income categories 83 17.2 % 
 Services for disabled 48 10.0 % 
 Citizens involved in decision-making 50 10.4 % 
 Emergency medical response 164 34.0 % 
 Emergency law enforcement response 198 41.1 % 
 Emergency fire response 154 32.0 % 
 None chosen 31 6.4 % 
 Total 1295 
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Q3. Using a scale of 1 to 9, where 1 is "very dissatisfied" and 9 is "very satisfied", please rate your 
satisfaction with the following issues that impact your perception of Cabarrus County: 
 
(N=482) 
 
 Very        Very  
 Dissat-        Satisfi- Don't 
 isfied 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 ed Know  
Q3a. As a place to live 0.8% 1.5% 1.9% 1.2% 5.0% 7.7% 13.3% 28.6% 38.8% 1.2% 
 
Q3b. As a place to raise 
children 0.6% 1.0% 1.7% 1.9% 5.6% 6.6% 14.3% 26.3% 37.8% 4.1% 
 
Q3c. As a place to work 3.7% 2.1% 4.1% 4.6% 10.6% 10.4% 15.4% 16.2% 19.3% 13.7% 
 
Q3d. As a place to retire 1.9% 1.7% 4.4% 5.0% 7.5% 7.1% 15.1% 20.5% 27.0% 10.0% 
 
Q3e. Value receive for 
County tax dollars & fees 5.0% 5.6% 6.4% 7.5% 12.2% 10.8% 22.2% 17.2% 9.1% 3.9% 
 
Q3f. Quality of life in the 
County 0.4% 1.0% 2.3% 2.7% 7.9% 9.5% 24.1% 31.3% 18.9% 1.9% 
 
Q3g. Quality of County 
services offered to citizens 1.5% 1.2% 2.3% 3.9% 10.8% 11.0% 22.2% 28.0% 13.1% 6.0% 
 
Q3h. Image of the County 0.8% 1.2% 1.9% 3.1% 10.0% 11.0% 22.8% 27.0% 19.9% 2.3% 
 
Q3i. Ease of travel in the 
County 1.5% 2.7% 3.5% 5.2% 6.4% 13.5% 23.0% 22.6% 19.7% 1.9% 
 
Q3j. How safe in 
neighborhood during the day 0.4% 0.6% 0.8% 2.7% 4.6% 6.6% 12.4% 30.3% 39.8% 1.7% 
 
Q3k. How safe in 
neighborhood at night 1.0% 0.8% 1.9% 2.9% 7.5% 5.6% 14.3% 29.9% 34.6% 1.5% 
 
Q3l. How safe in County 
parks 1.7% 0.8% 1.2% 2.1% 6.2% 7.5% 20.3% 27.6% 17.8% 14.7% 
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EXCLUDING DON’T KNOWS 
 
Q3. Using a scale of 1 to 9, where 1 is "very dissatisfied" and 9 is "very satisfied", please rate  your 
satisfaction with the following issues that impact your perception of Cabarrus County: (without "don't 
know") 
 
(N=482) 
 Very        Very 
 Dissati-        Satisfi- 
 sfied 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 ed  
Q3a. As a place to live 0.8% 1.5% 1.9% 1.3% 5.0% 7.8% 13.4% 29.0% 39.3% 
 
Q3b. As a place to raise 
children 0.6% 1.1% 1.7% 1.9% 5.8% 6.9% 14.9% 27.5% 39.4% 
 
Q3c. As a place to work 4.3% 2.4% 4.8% 5.3% 12.3% 12.0% 17.8% 18.8% 22.4% 
 
Q3d. As a place to retire 2.1% 1.8% 4.8% 5.5% 8.3% 7.8% 16.8% 22.8% 30.0% 
 
Q3e. Value receive for 
County tax dollars & fees 5.2% 5.8% 6.7% 7.8% 12.7% 11.2% 23.1% 17.9% 9.5% 
 
Q3f. Quality of life in the 
County 0.4% 1.1% 2.3% 2.7% 8.0% 9.7% 24.5% 31.9% 19.2% 
 
Q3g. Quality of County 
services offered to citizens 1.5% 1.3% 2.4% 4.2% 11.5% 11.7% 23.6% 29.8% 13.9% 
 
Q3h. Image of the County 0.8% 1.3% 1.9% 3.2% 10.2% 11.3% 23.4% 27.6% 20.4% 
 
Q3i. Ease of travel in the 
County 1.5% 2.7% 3.6% 5.3% 6.6% 13.7% 23.5% 23.0% 20.1% 
 
Q3j. How safe in 
neighborhood during the day 0.4% 0.6% 0.8% 2.7% 4.6% 6.8% 12.7% 30.8% 40.5% 
 
Q3k. How safe in 
neighborhood at night 1.1% 0.8% 1.9% 2.9% 7.6% 5.7% 14.5% 30.3% 35.2% 
 
Q3l. How safe in County 
parks 1.9% 1.0% 1.5% 2.4% 7.3% 8.8% 23.8% 32.4% 20.9% 
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Q4. Using a scale of 1 to 9, where 1 is "very dissatisfied" and 9 is "very satisfied", please rate your overall 
impression of the following programs and services offered by Cabarrus County. 
(N=482) 
 Ver-         Ha-  
 y        Ver- ve Don- 
 Dis-        y Not 't 
 satis-        Sati- Hea- Kn- 
 fied 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 sfied rd ow  
Q4a. Cabarrus County Senior Center on 
Corban Avenue in Concord 0.4% 0.2% 0.0% 1.0% 1.2% 2.1% 7.5% 9.1% 9.8%22.2%46.5% 
 

Q4b. Cabarrus County Senior Center on 
Park Drive in Mount Pleasant 0.0% 0.2% 0.2% 0.0% 1.7% 2.3% 2.7% 2.7% 3.7%30.1%56.4% 
 

Q4c. Conservation Easements 0.2% 0.6% 1.5% 2.1% 5.0% 6.0%10.0%6.6%6.0%16.8%45.2% 
 

Q4d. Emergency Preparedness 0.2% 0.8% 0.4% 1.5% 6.4% 6.8%16.8%16.8%11.0%8.1%31.1% 
 

Q4e. Housing Rehabilitation 0.8% 1.5% 1.2% 2.5% 9.1% 7.7%10.8%7.5%5.6%11.6%41.7% 
 

Q4f. Recreation Leagues & Classes 1.0% 0.6% 1.0% 2.3% 8.5% 9.1%18.0%19.9%10.6%6.0%22.8% 
 

Q4g. Curbside recycling 6.0% 2.3% 1.7% 2.7% 7.3% 5.4%11.4%23.2%23.9%2.3%13.9% 
 

Q4h. Household Hazardous Waste Center 
off Hwy 49 & 601 near animal shelter 1.7% 2.3% 1.7% 2.1% 3.1% 3.7%10.6%12.0%11.2%14.5%37.1% 
 

Q4i. Tax Relief Exemptions 3.3% 3.5% 2.1% 2.7% 6.2% 4.8% 6.4% 7.7% 4.6%13.3%45.4% 
 

Q4j. Veteran's services 1.5% 1.2% 2.5% 1.5% 6.2% 4.4% 5.8% 7.3% 7.1% 9.8%52.9% 
 

Q4k. Transportation van service for seniors 
or disabled 0.4% 1.0% 1.7% 1.2% 5.2% 3.9% 7.1%13.9%12.7%8.3%44.6% 
 

Q4l. Cooperative extension programs 0.4% 0.2% 0.6% 1.2% 4.1% 4.6%11.2%14.5%13.9%9.3%39.8% 
 

Q4m. Parks 0.6% 0.2% 0.4% 0.8% 3.9% 7.9%16.8%25.7%25.5%2.9%15.1% 
 

Q4n. County Fair 1.0% 0.8% 2.5% 1.7% 4.1% 7.3%14.7%21.6%24.5%1.9%19.9% 
 

Q4o. Arena & Events Center 0.4% 0.4% 2.1% 2.3% 3.5% 8.3%15.6%22.4%27.6%2.5%14.9% 
 

Q4p. Library Services 0.8% 0.4% 1.5% 2.1% 3.5% 6.4%13.7%23.9%25.5%2.3%19.9% 
 

Q4q. Retreat facilities at Camp Spencer 0.4% 0.6% 0.4% 0.4% 3.9% 4.8% 8.3%13.9%12.9%11.6%42.7% 
 

Q4r. Election services 1.5% 0.4% 1.5% 0.4% 6.2% 6.6%15.6%23.4%17.0%5.2%22.2% 
 

Q4s. Stormwater management & flood 
prevention 3.1% 2.7% 2.3% 4.4% 5.8% 6.6%12.7%16.4%12.9%4.4%28.8% 
 

Q4t. Animal control services 3.1% 2.9% 3.7% 3.7% 6.6% 6.2%15.1%19.9%14.9%4.1%19.5% 
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EXCLUDING DON’T KNOWS 
 
Q4. Using a scale of 1 to 9, where 1 is "very dissatisfied" and 9 is "very satisfied", please rate your overall 
impression of the following programs and services offered by Cabarrus County. (without "don't know" 
and "have not heard") 
 
(N=482) 
 Very        Very 
 Dissa-        Satisf- 
 tisfied 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 ied  
Q4a. Cabarrus County Senior Center on 
Corban Avenue in Concord 1.3% 0.7% 0.0% 3.3% 4.0% 6.6% 23.8% 29.1% 31.1% 
 

Q4b. Cabarrus County Senior Center on 
Park Drive in Mount Pleasant 0.0% 1.5% 1.5% 0.0% 12.3% 16.9% 20.0% 20.0% 27.7% 
 

Q4c. Conservation Easements 0.5% 1.6% 3.8% 5.5% 13.1% 15.8% 26.2% 17.5% 15.8% 
 

Q4d. Emergency Preparedness 0.3% 1.4% 0.7% 2.4% 10.6% 11.3% 27.6% 27.6% 18.1% 
 

Q4e. Housing Rehabilitation 1.8% 3.1% 2.7% 5.3% 19.6% 16.4% 23.1% 16.0% 12.0% 
 

Q4f. Recreation Leagues & Classes 1.5% 0.9% 1.5% 3.2% 12.0% 12.8% 25.4% 28.0% 14.9% 
 

Q4g. Curbside recycling 7.2% 2.7% 2.0% 3.2% 8.7% 6.4% 13.6% 27.7% 28.5% 
 

Q4h. Household Hazardous Waste Center 
off Hwy 49 & 601 near animal shelter 3.4% 4.7% 3.4% 4.3% 6.4% 7.7% 21.9% 24.9% 23.2% 
 

Q4i. Tax Relief Exemptions 8.0% 8.5% 5.0% 6.5% 15.1% 11.6% 15.6% 18.6% 11.1% 
 

Q4j. Veteran's services 3.9% 3.3% 6.7% 3.9% 16.7% 11.7% 15.6% 19.4% 18.9% 
 

Q4k. Transportation van service for seniors 
or disabled 0.9% 2.2% 3.5% 2.6% 11.0% 8.4% 15.0% 29.5% 26.9% 
 

Q4l. Cooperative extension programs 0.8% 0.4% 1.2% 2.4% 8.2% 9.0% 22.0% 28.6% 27.3% 
 

Q4m. Parks 0.8% 0.3% 0.5% 1.0% 4.8% 9.6% 20.5% 31.4% 31.1% 
 

Q4n. County Fair 1.3% 1.1% 3.2% 2.1% 5.3% 9.3% 18.8% 27.6% 31.3% 
 

Q4o. Arena & Events Center 0.5% 0.5% 2.5% 2.8% 4.3% 10.1% 18.8% 27.1% 33.4% 
 

Q4p. Library Services 1.1% 0.5% 1.9% 2.7% 4.5% 8.3% 17.6% 30.7% 32.8% 
 

Q4q. Retreat facilities at Camp Spencer 0.9% 1.4% 0.9% 0.9% 8.6% 10.5% 18.2% 30.5% 28.2% 
 

Q4r. Election services 2.0% 0.6% 2.0% 0.6% 8.6% 9.1% 21.4% 32.3% 23.4% 
 

Q4s. Stormwater management & flood 
prevention 4.7% 4.0% 3.4% 6.5% 8.7% 9.9% 18.9% 24.5% 19.3% 
 

Q4t. Animal control services 4.1% 3.8% 4.9% 4.9% 8.7% 8.2% 19.8% 26.1% 19.6% 
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Q5. Which FIVE of the areas listed above do you think are most important for the County to provide? 
 
 Q5. 1st choice Number Percent 
 Cabarrus County Senior Center on Corbon Ave 26 5.4 % 
 Cabarrus County Senior Center on Park Dr 6 1.2 % 
 Conservation Easements 11 2.3 % 
 Emergency Preparedness 88 18.3 % 
 Housing Rehabilitation 14 2.9 % 
 Recreation Leagues & Classes 12 2.5 % 
 Curbside recycling 46 9.5 % 
 Household Hazardous Waste Center off Hwy 
    49 & 601 4 0.8 % 
 Tax Relief Exemptions 38 7.9 % 
 Veteran's services 15 3.1 % 
 Transportation van service for seniors or 
    disabled 19 3.9 % 
 Cooperative extension programs 2 0.4 % 
 Parks 48 10.0 % 
 County Fair 1 0.2 % 
 Arena & Events Center 4 0.8 % 
 Library Services 31 6.4 % 
 Retreat facilities at Camp Spencer 2 0.4 % 
 Election services 10 2.1 % 
 Stormwater management & flood prevention 22 4.6 % 
 Animal control services 24 5.0 % 
 None chosen 59 12.2 % 
 Total 482 100.0 % 
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Q5. Which FIVE of the areas listed above do you think are most important for the County to provide? 
 
 Q5. 2nd choice Number Percent 
 Cabarrus County Senior Center on Corbon Ave 13 2.7 % 
 Cabarrus County Senior Center on Park Dr 10 2.1 % 
 Conservation Easements 8 1.7 % 
 Emergency Preparedness 35 7.3 % 
 Housing Rehabilitation 18 3.7 % 
 Recreation Leagues & Classes 22 4.6 % 
 Curbside recycling 47 9.8 % 
 Household Hazardous Waste Center off Hwy 
    49 & 601 15 3.1 % 
 Tax Relief Exemptions 21 4.4 % 
 Veteran's services 20 4.1 % 
 Transportation van service for seniors or 
    disabled 27 5.6 % 
 Cooperative extension programs 9 1.9 % 
 Parks 42 8.7 % 
 County Fair 7 1.5 % 
 Arena & Events Center 4 0.8 % 
 Library Services 36 7.5 % 
 Election services 8 1.7 % 
 Stormwater management & flood prevention 27 5.6 % 
 Animal control services 24 5.0 % 
 None chosen 89 18.5 % 
 Total 482 100.0 % 
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Q5. Which FIVE of the areas listed above do you think are most important for the County to provide? 
 
 Q5. 3rd choice Number Percent 
 Cabarrus County Senior Center on Corbon Ave 13 2.7 % 
 Cabarrus County Senior Center on Park Dr 5 1.0 % 
 Conservation Easements 10 2.1 % 
 Emergency Preparedness 23 4.8 % 
 Housing Rehabilitation 15 3.1 % 
 Recreation Leagues & Classes 17 3.5 % 
 Curbside recycling 22 4.6 % 
 Household Hazardous Waste Center off Hwy 
    49 & 601 8 1.7 % 
 Tax Relief Exemptions 17 3.5 % 
 Veteran's services 20 4.1 % 
 Transportation van service for seniors or 
    disabled 33 6.8 % 
 Cooperative extension programs 12 2.5 % 
 Parks 47 9.8 % 
 County Fair 8 1.7 % 
 Arena & Events Center 3 0.6 % 
 Library Services 37 7.7 % 
 Retreat facilities at Camp Spencer 1 0.2 % 
 Election services 15 3.1 % 
 Stormwater management & flood prevention 28 5.8 % 
 Animal control services 22 4.6 % 
 None chosen 126 26.1 % 
 Total 482 100.0 % 
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Q5. Which FIVE of the areas listed above do you think are most important for the County to provide? 
 
 Q5. 4th choice Number Percent 
 Cabarrus County Senior Center on Corbon Ave 4 0.8 % 
 Cabarrus County Senior Center on Park Dr 6 1.2 % 
 Conservation Easements 7 1.5 % 
 Emergency Preparedness 19 3.9 % 
 Housing Rehabilitation 13 2.7 % 
 Recreation Leagues & Classes 7 1.5 % 
 Curbside recycling 23 4.8 % 
 Household Hazardous Waste Center off Hwy 
    49 & 601 14 2.9 % 
 Tax Relief Exemptions 3 0.6 % 
 Veteran's services 13 2.7 % 
 Transportation van service for seniors or 
    disabled 27 5.6 % 
 Cooperative extension programs 12 2.5 % 
 Parks 37 7.7 % 
 County Fair 16 3.3 % 
 Arena & Events Center 13 2.7 % 
 Library Services 33 6.8 % 
 Retreat facilities at Camp Spencer 2 0.4 % 
 Election services 17 3.5 % 
 Stormwater management & flood prevention 24 5.0 % 
 Animal control services 19 3.9 % 
 None chosen 173 35.9 % 
 Total 482 100.0 % 
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Q5. Which FIVE of the areas listed above do you think are most important for the County to provide? 
 
 Q5. 5th choice Number Percent 
 Cabarrus County Senior Center on Corbon Ave 8 1.7 % 
 Cabarrus County Senior Center on Park Dr 2 0.4 % 
 Conservation Easements 8 1.7 % 
 Emergency Preparedness 28 5.8 % 
 Housing Rehabilitation 5 1.0 % 
 Recreation Leagues & Classes 9 1.9 % 
 Curbside recycling 16 3.3 % 
 Household Hazardous Waste Center off Hwy 49 & 601 4 0.8 % 
 Tax Relief Exemptions 8 1.7 % 
 Veteran's services 16 3.3 % 
 Transportation van service for seniors or disabled 18 3.7 % 
 Cooperative extension programs 9 1.9 % 
 Parks 19 3.9 % 
 County Fair 5 1.0 % 
 Arena & Events Center 10 2.1 % 
 Library Services 32 6.6 % 
 Retreat facilities at Camp Spencer 3 0.6 % 
 Election services 15 3.1 % 
 Stormwater management & flood prevention 18 3.7 % 
 Animal control services 34 7.1 % 
 None chosen 215 44.6 % 
 Total 482 100.0 % 
 



2010 Cabarrus County Survey Results:  Final Results (11/3/2010) 

 

ETC Institute (Nov 2010)  Page 14 

 

 
 
 
Q5. Which FIVE of the areas listed above do you think are most important for the County to provide? 
(top 5) 
 
 Q5. Sum of Top 5 Choices Number Percent 
 Cabarrus County Senior Center on Corbon Ave 64 13.3 % 
 Cabarrus County Senior Center on Park Dr 29 6.0 % 
 Conservation Easements 44 9.1 % 
 Emergency Preparedness 193 40.0 % 
 Housing Rehabilitation 65 13.5 % 
 Recreation Leagues & Classes 67 13.9 % 
 Curbside recycling 154 32.0 % 
 Household Hazardous Waste Center off Hwy 49 & 601 45 9.3 % 
 Tax Relief Exemptions 87 18.0 % 
 Veteran's services 84 17.4 % 
 Transportation van service for seniors or disabled 124 25.7 % 
 Cooperative extension programs 44 9.1 % 
 Parks 193 40.0 % 
 County Fair 37 7.7 % 
 Arena & Events Center 34 7.1 % 
 Library Services 169 35.1 % 
 Retreat facilities at Camp Spencer 8 1.7 % 
 Election services 65 13.5 % 
 Stormwater management & flood prevention 119 24.7 % 
 Animal control services 123 25.5 % 
 None chosen 59 12.2 % 
 Total 1807 
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Q6. Is there a public library branch in a convenient location for you to use? 
 
 Q6. A public library branch in a convenient location Number Percent 
 Yes 382 79.3 % 
 No 71 14.7 % 
 Don't Know 29 6.0 % 
 Total 482 100.0 % 
 
 
Q6a. (If NO): If a public library branch were in a more convenient location for you, would you say you 
would be much more likely, somewhat more likely, or just as likely to use the library? 
 
 Q6a. How would you use the library Number Percent 
 Much more likely 38 53.5 % 
 Somewhat more likely 17 23.9 % 
 Just as likely 9 12.7 % 
 Don't know 7 9.9 % 
 Total 71 100.0 % 
 
 
Q7. Within the past year, have you used a Cabarrus County public library? 
 
 Q7. Have you used a public library Number Percent 
 Yes 293 60.8 % 
 No 183 38.0 % 
 Don't Know 6 1.2 % 
 Total 482 100.0 % 
 
 
Q7a. If YES, how often do you visit the library? 
 
 Q7a. How often Number Percent 
 A few times a week 19 6.5 % 
 About once a week 41 14.0 % 
 A few times a month 66 22.5 % 
 About once a month 55 18.8 % 
 A few times a year 90 30.7 % 
 About once a year 15 5.1 % 
 Don't know 7 2.4 % 
 Total 293 100.0 % 
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Q8. Using a scale of 1 to 9, where 1 is "very dissatisfied" and 9 is "very satisfied," please rate your 
satisfaction with the following library services provided by Cabarrus County. 
 
(N=482) 
 
 Very        Very  
 Dissat-        Satisfi- Don't 
 isfied 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 ed Know  
Q8a. How close libraries 
are to your home 4.6% 2.3% 1.0% 2.5% 6.6% 5.2% 10.0% 17.8% 34.2% 15.8% 
 
Q8b. Hours libraries are 
open 2.3% 1.2% 1.9% 4.4% 7.7% 10.2% 11.4% 17.4% 18.7% 24.9% 
 
Q8c. Availability of 
materials you need 1.7% 0.6% 1.7% 2.9% 4.8% 5.0% 12.9% 21.8% 22.0% 26.8% 
 
Q8d. Adequacy of on-line 
information/services 0.2% 0.0% 0.8% 1.5% 5.0% 3.5% 11.0% 13.5% 17.2% 47.3% 
 
Q8e. Library access 
through website 0.4% 0.0% 0.4% 2.1% 3.5% 2.7% 9.5% 11.0% 15.4% 55.0% 
 
Q8f. Children's programs 0.2% 0.2% 0.6% 1.0% 2.3% 3.1% 6.2% 13.1% 18.7% 54.6% 
 
Q8g. Adult programs 0.6% 0.4% 0.8% 1.7% 2.3% 6.2% 6.8% 9.5% 13.5% 58.1% 
 
Q8h. Helpfulness of 
library staff 1.5% 0.2% 0.2% 0.6% 2.5% 1.9% 10.8% 18.0% 33.8% 30.5% 
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EXCLUDING DON’T KNOWS 
 
Q8. Using a scale of 1 to 9, where 1 is "very dissatisfied" and 9 is "very satisfied," please rate your 
satisfaction with the following library services provided by Cabarrus County. (without "don't know") 
 
(N=482) 
 
 Very        Very 
 Dissatis-        Satisfi- 
 fied 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 ed  
Q8a. How close libraries 
are to your home 5.4% 2.7% 1.2% 3.0% 7.9% 6.2% 11.8% 21.2% 40.6% 
 
Q8b. Hours libraries are 
open 3.0% 1.7% 2.5% 5.8% 10.2% 13.5% 15.2% 23.2% 24.9% 
 
Q8c. Availability of 
materials you need 2.3% 0.8% 2.3% 4.0% 6.5% 6.8% 17.6% 29.7% 30.0% 
 
Q8d. Adequacy of on-line 
information/services 0.4% 0.0% 1.6% 2.8% 9.4% 6.7% 20.9% 25.6% 32.7% 
 
Q8e. Library access 
through website 0.9% 0.0% 0.9% 4.6% 7.8% 6.0% 21.2% 24.4% 34.1% 
 
Q8f. Children's programs 0.5% 0.5% 1.4% 2.3% 5.0% 6.8% 13.7% 28.8% 41.1% 
 
Q8g. Adult programs 1.5% 1.0% 2.0% 4.0% 5.4% 14.9% 16.3% 22.8% 32.2% 
 
Q8h. Helpfulness of 
library staff 2.1% 0.3% 0.3% 0.9% 3.6% 2.7% 15.5% 26.0% 48.7% 
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Q9. Which TWO of the library services listed above do you think are most important for the County to 
provide? 
 
 Q9. 1st choice Number Percent 
 How close libraries are located 72 14.9 % 
 Hours libraries are open 87 18.0 % 
 Availability of materials 59 12.2 % 
 Adequacy of online information 17 3.5 % 
 Library access through website 6 1.2 % 
 Children's programs 73 15.1 % 
 Adult programs 9 1.9 % 
 Helpfulness of library staff 28 5.8 % 
 None chosen 131 27.2 % 
 Total 482 100.0 % 
 
 Q9. 2nd choice Number Percent 
 How close libraries are located 22 4.6 % 
 Hours libraries are open 81 16.8 % 
 Availability of materials 59 12.2 % 
 Adequacy of online information 20 4.1 % 
 Library access through website 16 3.3 % 
 Children's programs 40 8.3 % 
 Adult programs 23 4.8 % 
 Helpfulness of library staff 48 10.0 % 
 None chosen 173 35.9 % 
 Total 482 100.0 % 
 
 
Q9. Which TWO of the library services listed above do you think are most important for the County to 
provide? (top 2) 
 
 Q9. Sum of Top 2 Choices Number Percent 
 How close libraries are located 94 19.5 % 
 Hours libraries are open 168 34.9 % 
 Availability of materials 118 24.5 % 
 Adequacy of online information 37 7.7 % 
 Library access through website 22 4.6 % 
 Children's programs 113 23.4 % 
 Adult programs 32 6.6 % 
 Helpfulness of library staff 76 15.8 % 
 None chosen 131 27.2 % 
 Total 791 
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Q10. Did you vote in the last election in Cabarrus County? 
 
 Q10. Did you vote in the last election Number Percent 
 Yes 349 72.4 % 
 No 133 27.6 % 
 Total 482 100.0 % 
 
 
 
Q10a. If YES, Did you vote on election day at your precinct or did you vote early at the Board of 
Elections office? 
 
 Q10a. Did you vote on election day Number Percent 
 On election day 237 67.9 % 
 Early at Board of Elections office 105 30.1 % 
 Don't remember 7 2.0 % 
 Total 349 100.0 % 
 
 
 
Q11. How likely would you be to vote early if it were available at more convenient locations throughout 
the County?  
 
 Q11. How likely would you be to vote early Number Percent 
 Definitely would not vote early 46 9.5 % 
 Probably would not vote early 52 10.8 % 
 Might or might not vote early 78 16.2 % 
 Probably would vote early 94 19.5 % 
 Definitely would vote early 152 31.5 % 
 Don't know 60 12.4 % 
 Total 482 100.0 % 
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Q12. How informed are you about Cabarrus County Government issues?  
 
 Q12. How informed are you Number Percent 
 Very informed 69 14.3 % 
 Somewhat informed 225 46.7 % 
 A little informed 112 23.2 % 
 Not informed at all 65 13.5 % 
 Don't know 11 2.3 % 
 Total 482 100.0 % 
 
 
 
Q13. Please indicate whether you were aware of the following opportunities that are offered by Cabarrus 
County to involve residents in decision-making for Cabarrus County government issues. 
 
(N=482) 
 
 Yes No Don't Know  
Q13a. Public meetings 57.5% 42.3% 0.2% 
 
Q13b. Public hearings 50.6% 49.2% 0.2% 
 
Q13c. Information sessions or open houses 32.6% 67.2% 0.2% 
 
Q13d. Serving on citizen committees 28.4% 71.4% 0.2% 
 
Q13e. Volunteer opportunities 44.0% 55.8% 0.2% 
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Q14. Which of the following sources do you use to obtain information about the programs and services 
Cabarrus County Government offers? (multiples responses allowed) 
 
 Q14. Sources you use to obtain information Number Percent 
 Newspaper 278 57.7 % 
 Television 209 43.4 % 
 Word of mouth 186 38.6 % 
 Mail 176 36.5 % 
 County Website 130 27.0 % 
 Radio 100 20.7 % 
 Government Channel 22 89 18.5 % 
 County e-mail newsletter 61 12.7 % 
 Watching County Commission Meetings on TV 43 8.9 % 
 Other 33 6.8 % 
 Social media 32 6.6 % 
 Attending County Commission Meetings 16 3.3 % 
 Watching County Commission Meetings on 
    website 12 2.5 % 
 None 9 1.9 % 
 Total 1374 
 
 
Q14a. Of the sources listed above, which TWO are most important to you? (top 2) 
 
 Q14a. Sum of Top 2 choices Number Percent 
 Newspaper 201 41.7 % 
 Television 140 29.0 % 
 Mail 108 22.4 % 
 County Website 92 19.1 % 
 Word of mouth 91 18.9 % 
 Radio 50 10.4 % 
 Government Channel 22 38 7.9 % 
 None chosen 31 6.4 % 
 County e-mail newsletter 30 6.2 % 
 Other 26 5.4 % 
 Watching County Commission Meetings on TV 17 3.5 % 
 Social media 14 2.9 % 
 Attending County Commission Meetings 5 1.0 % 
 Watching County Commission Meetings on 
    website 3 0.6 % 
 Total 846 
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Q15. What one LOCAL newspaper, if any, do you rely on most for LOCAL news and information? 
 
 Q15. One local newspaper do you rely on Number Percent 
 Independent Tribune 153 31.7 % 
 Charlotte Observer 144 29.9 % 
 Cabarrus Neighbors 15 3.1 % 
 Cabarrus News 8 1.7 % 
 Salisbury Post 16 3.3 % 
 Northeast Business Today 1 0.2 % 
 Cabarrus Business & Lifestyle 5 1.0 % 
 None 110 22.8 % 
 Other 30 6.2 % 
 Total 482 100.0 % 
 
 
 
Q16. What one LOCAL television station, if any, do you rely on most for LOCAL news and information? 
 
 Q16. One local television station do you rely on Number Percent 
 WSOC-TV (Cable Channel 9) ABC 194 40.2 % 
 WBTV (Cable Channel 3) CBS 68 14.1 % 
 WCNC-TV (Cable Channel 6) NBC 39 8.1 % 
 Fox News Charlotte 25 5.2 % 
 News 14 73 15.1 % 
 Government Channel 22 12 2.5 % 
 None 55 11.4 % 
 Other 16 3.3 % 
 Total 482 100.0 % 
 
 
 
 
Q17. Do you have access to the Internet or World Wide Web? 
 
 Q17. Access to internet Number Percent 
 Yes 403 83.6 % 
 No 79 16.4 % 
 Total 482 100.0 % 
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Q18. Are you aware of the County's Internet site, www.cabarruscounty.us? 
 
 Q18. Aware of County's internet site Number Percent 
 Yes 321 66.6 % 
 No 161 33.4 % 
 Total 482 100.0 % 
 
 
Q18a. If YES, have you ever visited www.cabarruscounty.us? 
 
 Q18a. Have you visited Number Percent 
 Yes 262 81.6 % 
 No 59 18.4 % 
 Total 321 100.0 % 
 
 
 
Q19. Are you aware of the Cabarrus County Government Channel, which is cable channel 22? 
 
 Q19. Aware of Cable Channel 22 Number Percent 
 Yes 250 51.9 % 
 No 231 47.9 % 
 Don't Know 1 0.2 % 
 Total 482 100.0 % 
 
 
Q20. Overall, do you find the programs on Channel 22 to be useful or helpful to you? 
 
 Q20. Programs on Channel 22 useful or helpful Number Percent 
 Yes 146 58.4 % 
 No 91 36.4 % 
 Don't Know 13 5.2 % 
 Total 250 100.0 % 
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Q21. Are you aware that you can watch many of Channel 22's shows On Demand, on the Cabarrus 
County website? 
 
 Q21. Watch Channel 22's shows On Demand Number Percent 
 Yes 73 15.1 % 
 No 402 83.4 % 
 Don't Know 7 1.5 % 
 Total 482 100.0 % 
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Q22. Using a scale of 1 to 9, where 1 is "very dissatisfied" and 9 is "very satisfied," please rate your 
satisfaction with the following aspects of communication provided by Cabarrus County. 
 
(N=482) 
 
 Very        Very  
 Dissat-        Satisf- Don't 
 isfied 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 ied Know  
Q22a. Information about County 
programs & services 3.1% 2.1% 3.1% 6.8% 13.9% 10.8% 15.1% 18.3% 12.9% 13.9% 
 
Q22b. County keeps you informed 
about local issues 3.7% 3.1% 5.4% 7.1% 13.9% 12.9% 16.6% 15.8% 11.6% 10.0% 
 
Q22c. Level of public involvement 
in County decision-making 5.4% 3.7% 5.4% 7.7% 15.4% 12.4% 12.9% 7.3% 6.2% 23.7% 
 
Q22d. County's website 2.1% 2.7% 1.9% 1.9% 7.5% 8.9% 12.2% 12.2% 10.2% 40.5% 

 
 

EXCLUDING DON’T KNOWS 
 
Q22. Using a scale of 1 to 9, where 1 is "very dissatisfied" and 9 is "very satisfied," please rate your 
satisfaction with the following aspects of communication provided by Cabarrus County. (without "don't 
know") 
 
(N=482) 
 
 Very        Very 
 Dissat-        Satisfi- 
 isfied 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 ed  
Q22a. Information about County 
programs & services 3.6% 2.4% 3.6% 8.0% 16.1% 12.5% 17.6% 21.2% 14.9% 
 
Q22b. County keeps you informed 
about local issues 4.1% 3.5% 6.0% 7.8% 15.4% 14.3% 18.4% 17.5% 12.9% 
 
Q22c. Level of public involvement 
in County decision-making 7.1% 4.9% 7.1% 10.1% 20.1% 16.3% 16.8% 9.5% 8.2% 
 
Q22d. County's website 3.5% 4.5% 3.1% 3.1% 12.5% 15.0% 20.6% 20.6% 17.1% 
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Q23. Prior to receiving this survey, had you heard about "Cabarrus Links," which is a park-and-ride 
service that allows residents who live in areas that are not served by city buses to go to a pick-up location 
and take a van to major employment and shopping centers that are served by public transportation? 
 
 Q23. Had you heard about "Cabarrus Links" Number Percent 
 Yes 200 41.5 % 
 No 282 58.5 % 
 Total 482 100.0 % 
 
 
IF YES to #23:   Q23a. Have you used Cabarrus Links? 
 
 Q23a. Have you used the service Number Percent 
 Yes 32 16.0 % 
 No 168 84.0 % 
 Total 200 100.0 % 
 
 
 
Q24. How important do you think it is for the County to provide park-and-ride services, such as 
"Cabarrus Links"? 
 
 Q24. How important to provide park-and-ride 
 services Number Percent 
 Very important 186 38.6 % 
 Important 155 32.2 % 
 Somewhat important 93 19.3 % 
 Not important 23 4.8 % 
 Not important at all 15 3.1 % 
 Don't know 10 2.1 % 
 Total 482 100.0 % 
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Q25. Using a scale of 1 to 5, where 1 is "strongly disagree" and 5 is "strongly agree," please rate your 
level of agreement with the following statements: 
 
(N=482) 
 
 Strongly    Strongly  
 Disagree 2 3 4 Agree Don't know  
Q25a. 
Additional 
public park 
facilities would 
benefit Cabarrus 
County citizens, 
visitors, & provide 
economic impact 11.6% 10.6% 21.4% 19.1% 32.4% 5.0% 
 
 
Q25b. 
Additional 
public park 
facilities would 
provide positive 
economic 
impact  in 
Cabarrus County 10.0% 8.5% 19.9% 19.5% 35.1% 7.1% 
 
 
Q25c. Public 
parks enhance 
the quality of life 
in Cabarrus 
County 4.8% 4.8% 14.3% 19.9% 50.6% 5.6% 
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EXCLUDING DON’T KNOWS 
 
Q25. Using a scale of 1 to 5, where 1 is "strongly disagree" and 5 is "strongly agree," please rate your 
level of agreement with the following statements: (without "don't know") 
 
(N=482) 
 
 Strongly    Strongly 
 Disagree 2 3 4 Agree  
Q25a. Additional public park 
facilities would benefit 
Cabarrus County citizens, 
visitors, & provide economic 
impact 12.2% 11.1% 22.5% 20.1% 34.1% 
 
 
Q25b. Additional public park 
facilities would  provide 
positive economic impact  in 
Cabarrus County 10.7% 9.2% 21.4% 21.0% 37.7% 
 
 
Q25c. Public parks enhance 
the quality of life in Cabarrus 
County 5.1% 5.1% 15.2% 21.1% 53.6% 
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Q26. In the last year, how many times have you visited or used a public park?  
 
 Q26. Times visited or used a public park Number Percent 
 None 67 13.9 % 
 1-5 times 140 29.0 % 
 6-10 times 80 16.6 % 
 11-25 times 76 15.8 % 
 26-50 times 56 11.6 % 
 51+ times 60 12.4 % 
 Don't know 3 0.6 % 
 Total 482 100.0 % 
 
 
 
Q28a. Do you support the use of grant money to develop Rob Wallace Park? 
 
 Q28a. Develop Rob Wallace Park Number Percent 
 Yes 314 65.1 % 
 No 138 28.6 % 
 Don't Know 30 6.2 % 
 Total 482 100.0 % 
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Q29. Have you contacted Cabarrus County during the past year? 
 
 Q29. Contacted Cabarrus County Number Percent 
 Yes 161 33.4 % 
 No 317 65.8 % 
 Don't Know 4 0.8 % 
 Total 482 100.0 % 
 
 
 
Q29b-f. If YES, please rate your satisfaction with the County employees in the Department you selected: 
(N=161) 
 Very        Very  
 Dissat-        Satisf- Don't 
 isfied 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 ied Know  
Q29b. How easy they were to 
contact 6.8% 3.1% 2.5% 5.0% 6.2% 7.5% 9.9% 18.0% 38.5% 2.5% 
Q29c. The way you were treated 2.5% 2.5% 2.5% 5.0% 6.8% 7.5% 9.9% 18.6% 43.5% 1.2% 
Q29d. Accuracy of information & 
assistance you were given 1.2% 2.5% 2.5% 4.3% 8.1% 6.8% 9.3% 19.9% 42.9% 2.5% 
Q29e. How quickly County staff 
responded 3.1% 3.1% 1.2% 5.6% 9.3% 6.2% 10.6% 17.4% 40.4% 3.1% 
Q29f. How well your issue was 
handled 8.7% 1.9% 4.3% 3.7% 8.7% 6.2% 10.6% 14.9% 37.9% 3.1% 

 
 
EXCLUDING DON’T KNOWS 
Q29b-f. If YES, please rate your satisfaction with the County employees in the Department you selected: 
(without don't knows) 
(N=161) 
 Very        Very 
 Dissati-        Satisfi- 
 sfied 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 ed  
Q29b. How easy they were to 
contact 7.0% 3.2% 2.5% 5.1% 6.4% 7.6% 10.2% 18.5% 39.5% 
Q29c. The way you were treated 2.5% 2.5% 2.5% 5.0% 6.9% 7.5% 10.1% 18.9% 44.0% 
Q29d. Accuracy of information & 
assistance you were given 1.3% 2.5% 2.5% 4.5% 8.3% 7.0% 9.6% 20.4% 43.9% 
Q29e. How quickly County staff 
responded 3.2% 3.2% 1.3% 5.8% 9.6% 6.4% 10.9% 17.9% 41.7% 
Q29f. How well your issue was 
handled 9.0% 1.9% 4.5% 3.8% 9.0% 6.4% 10.9% 15.4% 39.1% 
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Q30. Using a 5-point scale where 5 means "very high priority" and 1 means "very low priority," please 
indicate the priority that you think community leaders in Cabarrus County should place on the following 
issues.  
(N=482) 
 
 Very High High Medium Low Very Low Don't Know  
Q30a. Ensuring 
availability of 
affordable housing 29.9% 27.0% 19.7% 9.8% 7.7% 6.0% 
 
Q30b. Protecting  
water quality & 
environment 56.4% 26.6% 8.3% 2.7% 1.5% 4.6% 
 
Q30c.Preventing  
floods 43.6% 26.6% 17.0% 3.9% 1.7% 7.3% 
 
Q30d. County is 
prepared for 
emergencies & 
natural disasters 52.9% 27.8% 11.8% 2.5% 0.4% 4.6% 
 
Q30e. Availability of 
public transportation 
services 32.0% 24.9% 22.8% 9.1% 5.8% 5.4% 
 
Q30f. Promoting 
economic 
development 50.6% 22.8% 13.7% 5.2% 1.5% 6.2% 
 
Q30g.Maintaining 
parks 36.9% 35.1% 17.2% 3.5% 3.3% 3.9% 
 
Q30h.Maintaining 
libraries 46.1% 31.5% 14.3% 2.3% 1.9% 3.9% 
 
Q30i. County 
has adequate & 
affordable 
landfill space 46.9% 29.5% 11.4% 5.0% 1.9% 5.4% 
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EXCLUDING DON’T KNOWS 
 
Q30. Using a 5-point scale where 5 means "very high priority" and 1 means "very low priority," please 
indicate the priority that you think community leaders in Cabarrus County should place on the following 
issues. (without "don't know") 
 
(N=482) 
 
 Very High High Medium Low Very Low  
Q30a. Ensuring availability of 
affordable housing 31.8% 28.7% 21.0% 10.4% 8.2% 
 
Q30b. Protecting water quality & 
environment 59.1% 27.8% 8.7% 2.8% 1.5% 
 
Q30c. Preventing floods 47.0% 28.6% 18.3% 4.3% 1.8% 
 
Q30d. County is prepared for 
emergencies & natural disasters 55.4% 29.1% 12.4% 2.6% 0.4% 
 
Q30e. Availability of public 
transportation services 33.8% 26.3% 24.1% 9.6% 6.1% 
 
Q30f. Promoting economic 
development 54.0% 24.3% 14.6% 5.5% 1.5% 
 
Q30g. Maintaining parks 38.4% 36.5% 17.9% 3.7% 3.5% 
 
Q30h. Maintaining libraries 47.9% 32.8% 14.9% 2.4% 1.9% 
 
Q30i. County has adequate & 
affordable landfill space 49.6% 31.1% 12.1% 5.3% 2.0% 



2010 Cabarrus County Survey Results:  Final Results (11/3/2010) 

 

ETC Institute (Nov 2010)  Page 33 

 

 
 
 
 
Q31. Cabarrus County created a Food Policy Council to explore ways to encourage more consumption of 
local food in support of the State of North Carolina's 10% Food campaign (www.nc10percent.com).  As 
part of this effort, the County has provided an incubator farm to train and provide business resources for 
new farmers.  Prior to receiving this survey, were you aware of the County's efforts to encourage more 
consumption of local food? 
 
 Q31. Aware of County's efforts to encourage 
 more consumption of local food Number Percent 
 Yes 112 23.2 % 
 No 343 71.2 % 
 Don't know 27 5.6 % 
 Total 482 100.0 % 
 
 
 
Q32. How supportive are you of the County's efforts to encourage more consumption of local food? 
 
 Q32. How supportive are you Number Percent 
 Very supportive 297 61.6 % 
 Somewhat supportive 106 22.0 % 
 Not sure 59 12.2 % 
 Not supportive 20 4.1 % 
 Total 482 100.0 % 
 
 
 
Q33. Do you think it is important for Cabarrus County to support sustainability programs that help 
reduce pollution, conserve energy, and protect water resources? 
 
 Q33. Important to support sustainability programs Number Percent 
 Yes 432 89.6 % 
 No 33 6.8 % 
 Don't Know 17 3.5 % 
 Total 482 100.0 % 
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Q34. Are you familiar with any of the County's sustainability programs, which are designed to promote 
water, energy and natural resource conservation? 
 
 Q34. Familiar with any of County's sustainability 
 programs Number Percent 
 Yes 134 27.8 % 
 No 316 65.6 % 
 Don't Know 32 6.6 % 
 Total 482 100.0 % 
 
 
 
Q35. Please rate your level of support for using the following alternative revenue sources to fund new 
school construction in Cabarrus County. 
(N=482) 
 Unsup-        Support- Don't 
 portive 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 ive Know  
Q35a. 
Sales taxes 21.4% 5.0% 5.2% 2.3% 12.4% 6.8% 12.7% 7.3% 18.3% 8.7% 
 
Q35b. 
Property 
taxes 29.9% 6.0% 5.6% 4.8% 14.1% 6.4% 9.1% 5.8% 10.0% 8.3% 

 
 
 
EXCLUDING DON’T KNOWS 
 
Q35. Please rate your level of support for using the following alternative revenue sources to fund new 
school construction in Cabarrus County. (without "don't know") 
(N=482) 
 Unsuppo-        Supporti- 
 rtive 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 ve  
Q35a. 
Sales taxes 23.4% 5.5% 5.7% 2.5% 13.6% 7.5% 13.9% 8.0% 20.0% 
 
Q35b. 
Property 
taxes 32.6% 6.6% 6.1% 5.2% 15.4% 7.0% 10.0% 6.3% 10.9% 
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Q36. Approximately how many years have you lived in Cabarrus County 
 
 Q36. Years lived in Cabarrus County Number Percent 
 5 or less 118 24.5 % 
 6 to 10 68 14.1 % 
 11 to 20 102 21.2 % 
 21 to 30 66 13.7 % 
 31+ 128 26.6 % 
 Total 482 100.0 % 
 
 
Q37. Which of the following best describes your race/ethnicity? 
 
 Q37. Race/ethnicity Number Percent 
 Asian/Pacific Islander 6 1.2 % 
 Black/African American 70 14.5 % 
 Hispanic 45 9.3 % 
 White 357 74.1 % 
 American Indian/Eskimo 5 1.0 % 
 Other 7 1.5 % 
 Declined 4 0.8 % 
 Total 494 
 
 
 
Q38. How many persons, counting you, are currently living in your household? 
 
 Mean Sum  
 
number 2.98 1411 
 
Under 10 0.43 205 
 
11-19 0.40 190 
 
20-44 0.87 411 
 
45-64 0.90 427 
 
65+ 0.39 185 
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Q39. Which of the following best describes your total annual household income? 
 
 Q39. Total annual household income Number Percent 
 Under $35K 133 27.6 % 
 $35K-$59,999 120 24.9 % 
 $60K-$99,999 100 20.7 % 
 $100K+ 71 14.7 % 
 Declined 58 12.0 % 
 Total 482 100.0 % 
 
 
Q40. Your gender: 
 
 Q40. Gender Number Percent 
 Male 240 49.8 % 
 Female 242 50.2 % 
 Total 482 100.0 % 
 
 
 
Q41. Would you be interested in being placed on a list to receive information on community events and 
Cabarrus County news by e-mail? 
 
 Q41. Interested in receiving information Number Percent 
 Yes 152 31.5 % 
 No 330 68.5 % 
 Total 482 100.0 % 
 
  



Program Directory 
 
The park is being designed primarily as a passive park with numerous trail systems, a boardwalk 
for fishing, paddleboats, picnic and playground areas, tent and cabin camping, a dog park, 
educational stations, disc golf, biking and an amphitheater. The public input received during the 
master planning process lead the development team towards the passive park setting and the 
incorporation of the above mentioned facilities. Park pursuits listed the most in the survey 
included:  walking, nature trails, bicycle trails, nature center, picnic shelters, picnic sites, fishing, 
disc golf, dog park, and camping just to name a few.  Future development phases will include a 
nature center, additional shelters, tennis courts and both a soccer and football field.   
 
One of the goals of the Department is to educate the citizens about the importance of nature, 
sustainability, and educational opportunities.  Rob Wallace Park lends itself to this goal and the 
citizen survey responses add validation as well.  This park will provide the perfect setting for 
nature classes, passive opportunities, and interpretive education. Additionally it will provide a hub 
for the community and region to gather, relax, and learn at. 
 
 
 



Physical Needs 
 
The park property was acquired from the Wallace family of Midland, NC as a long term lease 
purchase. All of the capitol improvements such as facilities, roads, utilities, etc. required for the 
project will be funded with Cabarrus County capitol improvement funds that were previously 
allocated to this particular project. The estimated total cost of the project with all phases including 
the future phase is approximately $9.5 million. Phase one will include a paved entry road from 
Wallace Road that continues through the park to the proposed maintenance building location in 
one direction and past the boardwalk and pond in the other direction as seen on sheet 22 of the 
Master Plan. Phase one will also include an entry sign and lighting, a paved parking lot for 120 
vehicles, renovation of an existing barn to serve as the maintenance building and park offices, a 
boardwalk and fishing piers, a building near the pond containing a restroom and paddle boat 
rental space, a picnic area with a pavilion and playground, a gravel perimeter trail, pedestrian 
bridges at creek crossing locations, mountain bike trails with a gravel parking lot and all required 
utilities to serve all of these facilities. The project will be constructed in phases with most of the 
roads and utilities installed in the first phase. As development continues additional roads, utilities 
and facilities will be constructed. Additional items to be constructed in phases two, three and 
future can be seen in the Master Plan on sheets 23‐29. 
 
 
 



Item Description Est. Quantity Unit Unit Cost Extended Cost

ENTRANCE ROAD 5100 LF 71.00                   $362,100

CREEK CROSSING BRIDGE 1 EA 81,400.00            $81,400

ENTRY ROAD LIGHTING 35 EA 2,500.00              $87,500

PARKING LOT ASPHALT 120 EA 2,000.00              $240,000
PARKING LOT LIGHTING (SOLAR) 12 EA 3,500.00              $42,000

ENTRY ROAD PLANTING 1 LS 20,000.00            $20,000

WATER QUALITY 1 EA 30,000.00            $30,000

FISHING PIER BOARDWALK 800 LF 200.00                 $160,000

FISHING PIER BOARDWALK SHELTERS 3 EA 20,000.00            $60,000

BOAT STORAGE/SALES/RESTROOM BUILDING 1 LS 100,000.00          $100,000
BOAT STORAGE DOCK SYSTEM 1 LS 20,000.00            $20,000

BOAT STORAGE SEWER 6" PVC (GRAVITY) 400 LF 60.00                   $24,000

BOAT STORAGE WATER 6" PVC 1200 LF 25.00                   $30,000

BOAT STORAGE FIRE HYDRANT 2 EA 2,500.00              $5,000

PICNIC AREA PAVILION 1 EA 40,000.00            $40,000

PICNIC AREA TABLES 8 EA 1,000.00              $8,000

PICNIC AREA GRILL 4 EA 500.00                 $2,000
PICNIC AREA TRASH RECEPTACLES 4 EA 350.00                 $1,400

PICNIC AREA PLAYGROUND 1 EA 85,000.00            $85,000

PICNIC AREA PLANTING 1 EA 10,000 $10,000

MAINTENANCE CLOSE IN BUILDING 3000 SF 60.00                   $180,000

MAINTENANCE PARKING 10 EA 2,000.00              $20,000

MAINTENANCE FENCED SERVICE AREA 340 LF 10.00                   $3,400

MAINTENANCE PLANTING 1 LS 10,000.00            $10,000

MAINTENANCE SEWER 6" 1200 LF 25.00                   $30,000

MAINTENANCE PUMP STATION 1 EA 10,000.00            $10,000

MAINTENANCE WATER 6" 600 LF 25.00                   $15,000

MAINTENANCE FIRE HYDRANT 2 EA 2,500.00              $5,000

BIKE AND HIKE TRAIL 12' WIDE PATH 15000 LF 15.00                   $225,000

BIKE AND HIKE TRAIL PEDESTRIAN BRIDGES 2 EA 30,000.00            $60,000
BIKE AND HIKE TRAIL PLANTING 1 LS 20,000.00            $20,000

BIKE AND HIKE TRAIL MISCELLANEOUS BENCHES 10 EA 1,000.00              $10,000

BIKE AND HIKE TRAIL COVERED BENCHES 4 EA 1,500.00              $6,000

MOUNTAIN BIKE TRAIL 1 EA 25,000.00            $25,000
MOUNTAIN BIKE TRAIL ENTRANCE DRIVE 1800 LF 10.00                   $18,000

MOUNTAIN BIKE TRAIL PARKING 20 EA 1,200.00              $24,000
MOUNTAIN BIKE TRAIL LIGHTING (SOLAR) 2 EA 3,500.00              $7,000
FOOTBALL/SOCCER FIELD MOVE TOPSOIL 3000 CY 3.00                     $9,000
FOOTBALL/SOCCER FIELD SEEDING 3.7 AC 2,500.00              $9,250

Subtotal Phase 1 $2,095,050
Design Fees and Contingencies $377,109

Total Opinion 
of Cost for 

Entire Project
$2,472,159

PHASE 1



Item Description Est. Quantity Unit Unit Cost Extended Cost

MULTI-PURPOSE CENTER 1 LS 650,000 $650,000

MULTI-PURPOSE CENTER ENTRANCE DRIVE 24' WIDE 600 LF 100 $60,000

MULTI-PURPOSE CENTER ENTRANCE DRIVE LIGHTING 9 EA 2,500 $22,500

MULTI-PURPOSE CENTER PARKING 40 EA 2,000 $80,000

MULTI-PURPOSE CENTER PARKING LIGHTING 10 EA 2,500 $25,000

MULTI-PURPOSE CENTER WATER QUALITY BIO RETENTION 1 EA 30,000 $30,000

PICNIC AREA SPLASH PAD 1 LS 300,000 $300,000

PARKING FOR SPLASH PAD 40 EA 2,000 $80,000

PICNIC AREA PAVILION 1 EA 40,000 $40,000

PICNIC AREA RESTROOM 1 EA 50,000 $50,000

PICNIC AREA TABLES 8 EA 1,000 $8,000

PICNIC AREA GRILL 4 EA 500 $2,000

PICNIC AREA TRASH RECEPTACLES 4 EA 350 $1,400

PICNIC AREA PLAYGROUND 1 EA 85,000 $85,000

PICNIC AREA PLANTING 1 EA 40,000 $40,000

CAMPING CABINS 6 EA 50,000 $300,000

CAMPING DAM AND 2.5 ACRE LAKE CONSTRUCTION 1 LS 100,000 $100,000

CAMPING BIKE AND HIKE TRAIL 12' WIDE PATH 3000 LF 15 $45,000

CAMPING BIKE AND HIKE TRAIL BRIDGE PEDESTRIAN 1 EA 30,000 $30,000

CAMPING ENTRANCE DRIVE 500 LF 71 $35,500

CAMPING PARKING 12 EA 2,000 $24,000

CAMPING PARKING LIGHTING 3 EA 2,500 $7,500

CAMPING EXTERIOR CABIN LIGHTING 10 EA 2,500 $25,000

CAMPING AREA RESTROOM 1 EA 100000

CAMPING PLANTING 1 LS 30,000 $30,000

CAMPING SEWER 4" FORCE MAIN 2000 LF 20 $40,000

CAMPING SEWER PUMP STATION 1 EA 10,000 $10,000

CAMPING WATER 6" PVC 1600 LF 25 $40,000

CAMPING FIRE HYDRANT 1 EA 2,500 $2,500

CAMPING TENT SITES GRANITE SCREENING BASE 8 EA 1,000 $8,000

CAMPING TENT TABLES 8 EA 1,000 $8,000

CAMPING TENT TRASH RECEPTACLES 8 EA 500 $4,000

CAMPING TENT FIRE RINGS 8 EA 350 $2,800

CAMPING COVERED BENCHES 4 EA 2,500 $10,000

DISC GOLF 1 EA 30,000 $30,000

Subtotal Phase 2 $2,226,200

Design Fees and Contingencies $400,716

10% Future Cost Increase $262,692

Total Opinion 
of Cost for 

Entire Project
$2,889,608

PHASE II



Item Description Est. Quantity Unit Unit Cost Extended Cost

AMPHITHEATER 1 LS 235,000 $235,000

AMPHITHEATER GRADING FOR SEATING 8 AC 2,500 $20,000

AMPHITEATER SPRIGGING 8 AC 2,500 $20,000

AMPHITHEATER ENTRANCE DRIVE 250 LF 71 $17,750

AMPHITHEATER PARKING 10 EA 2,000 $20,000

AMPHITHEATER AREA PAVILION 1 EA 40,000 $40,000

AMPHITHEATER AREA TABLES 8 EA 1,000 $8,000

AMPHITEATER AREA GRILL 4 EA 500 $2,000

AMPHITHEATER AREA TRASH RECEPTACLES 10 EA 350 $3,500

AMPHITHEATER AREA PLAYGROUND 1 EA 85,000 $85,000

AMPHITHEATER AREA PLANTING 1 EA 30,000 $30,000

AMPHITHEATER STONE WALL AROUND POND 1000 LF 100 $100,000

AMPHITHEATER POND FOUNTAIN 1 EA 25,000 $25,000

AMPHITHEATER COVERED BENCHES 4 EA 1,500 $6,000

AMPHITHEATER MISCELLANEOUS BENCHES 10 EA 1,000 $10,000

DOG PARK 1 LS 27,800 $27,800

DOG PARK /PRIMITIVE CAMPING ENTRANCE DRIVE 1500 LF 71 $106,500

DOG PARK PARKING 12 EA 2,000 $24,000

DOG PARK ENTRANCE LIGHTING 16 EA 2,500 $40,000

DOG PARK PARKING LIGHTING (SOLAR) 2 EA 3,500 $7,000

DOG PARK COVERED BENCHES 2 EA 1,500 $3,000

PRIMITIVE CAMPING SITES 12 EA 1,000 $12,000

PRIMITIVE CAMPING TABLES 12 EA 1,000 $12,000

PRIMITIVE CAMPING TRASH RECEPTACLES 12 EA 350 $4,200

PRIMITIVE CAMPING FIRE RINGS 12 EA 500 $6,000

PRIMITIVE CAMPING COUNCIL RING 150 LF 30 $4,500

PRIMITIVE CAMPING RESTROOM BUILDING 1 EA 60,000 $60,000

FOOTBALL/SOCCER IRRIGATION 2 EA 40,000 $80,000

FOOTBALL/SOCCER DRAINAGE 1 LS 50,000 $50,000

FOOTBALL/SOCCER SPRIGGING 3.7 AC 5,000 $18,500

FOOTBALL/SOCCER FIELD LIGHTING 2 EA 90,000 $180,000

FOOTBALL/SOCCER PARKING 40 EA 2,000 $80,000

FOOTBALL/SOCCER PARKING LIGHTING 12 EA 2,500 $30,000

PORTABLE BLEACHERS 8 EA 5,000 $40,000

WATER QUALITY BIO RETENTION 1 EA 30,000 $30,000

BMX FACILITY 1 EA 50,000 $50,000

BMX PORTABLE CONCESSION STAND 2 EA 12,000 $24,000

BMX RESTROOOM FACILITY 1 EA 40,000 $40,000

Subtotal Phase 3 $1,551,750

Design Fees and Contingencies $279,315

15% Future Cost Increase $274,660

Total Opinion 
of Cost for 

Entire Project
$2,105,725

PHASE III



Item Description Est. Quantity Unit Unit Cost Extended Cost

TENNIS COURTS WITH LIGHTING 6 EA 60,000 $360,000

TENNIS COURT PARKING 20 EA 2,000 $40,000

BASEBALL/ADULT SOFTBALL FIELD 1 EA 300,000 $300,000

BASEBALL/ADULT SOFTBALL PARKING 40 EA 2,000 $80,000

FIELD LIGHTING 1 EA 90,000 $90,000

SWIMMING POOL 1 EA 275,000 $275,000

POOL SHELTER 1 EA 200,000 $200,000

LARGE FOUNTAIN FOR POND 1 EA 100,000 $100,000

Subtotal Future Phase $1,445,000

Design Fees and Contingencies $260,100

20% Future Cost Increase $341,020

Total Opinion 
of Cost for 

Entire Project
$2,046,120

FUTURE PHASE



LEGEND

PARTF Request

Park Boundary
(190 acres)

Existing Facilities

Future Facilities

Utility EasementsSCALE:  1"=225'+/-
Date Prepared: Oct. 2010

PARTF REQUEST
PHASE 1 DEVELOPMENT
A    BOARDWALK AND FISHING

PIERS
B    PLAYGROUND & PICNIC AREA
C    ENTRANCE ROAD - 24' WIDE

INCLUDING 4' BIKE LANE
D    PARKING LOT (120 SPACES)
E    GRAVEL ROAD TO

TRAILHEAD
F    TRAILHEAD PARKING
G    GRAVEL PERIMETER TRAIL (2.5 MI.)

ROB WALLACE PARK CABARRUS COUNTY, NC
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